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INTRODUCTION  
 
Bicycling has become an increasingly popular method of travel throughout the region.  
Many are attracted to the energy savings, environmental benefits, and health advantages. 
 Others, who are not able to drive due to age or finances, use bicycles as a primary means 
of transportation.  The Chico Urban Area is particularly attractive to bicyclists due to the 
flat terrain, favorable climate, youthful population, and the presence of a major 
university. 
 
The City of Chico City Council has maintained a strong commitment to bicycle 
transportation. The City Council's goal of becoming the most Bicycle Friendly City, as 
determined by Bicycling Magazine, was achieved in 1997.  Since then the City of Chico 
has been designated a Bicycle Friendly Community by the League of American 
Bicyclists at the Bronze level in 2005, 2007 and 2010. In 2012 the City of  Chico 
advanced its rating to the Silver level.  Local land use and transportation planning within 
the region have been sensitive to the attributes necessary to promote and encourage 
bicycling and walking.  The City of Chico General Plan includes extensive discussion 
and consideration of bicycling and walking in the development of land use, community 
design, and transportation policies.  However, many natural and man-made barriers 
complicate bicycle circulation throughout the city.  These barriers, such as the numerous 
creeks, the freeway, the California State University campus, and the railroad tracks, 
inhibit the ability of bicyclists to make direct, convenient connections between origins 
and destinations.  As a result, these barriers are major inhibitors to bicycle circulation in 
Chico. 
 
Depending on the location, overall development of non-motorized facilities may be the 
responsibility of local, state, or federal government.  The City of Chico is responsible for 
the planning and development of bikeways within the incorporated limits, while the 
County is responsible for the remainder of the urban area.  The City and County have 
traditionally cooperated on bikeway projects in the Chico Urban Area, with the City 
being the lead agency. State of California Department of Transportation (Caltrans) is 
responsible for the development and maintenance of bikeways along state highways or 
where established bikeways are interrupted by highway construction.  The federal 
government is responsible for funding bikeways on federal lands, such as national 
forests, or along interstate highways if their provision will enhance safety. 
 
The planning and implementation of bikeways is not a mandated process, but one 
undertaken by communities at their discretion.  Funding programs have become 
increasingly flexible about how transportation money may be spent, expanding project 
eligibility to include bicycle paths and related facilities.  However, many funding sources 
require that bikeway projects be part of a current Bicycle Transportation Plan in order to 
be eligible for funding.   
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The state legislature passed AB 1020 which increased Bicycle Transportation Account 
(BTA) funding for bicycle projects; however, this legislation also required the 
development and adoption of a bicycle plan.  In order to compete for BTA funds, local 
jurisdictions must have plans approved by the state and include the following elements: 
 

 Estimated number of existing and proposed bicycle commuters; 
 Land use and population density; 
 Existing and proposed bikeways; 
 Existing and proposed bicycle parking facilities; 
 Transportation interfaces or intermodal coordination; 
 Existing and proposed shower facilities; 
 Bicycle safety and education programs; 
 Citizen and community participation; 
 Consistency with long range transportation, air quality and energy plans; 
 Project descriptions and priority listings; and 
 Past expenditures and future financial needs description. 

PREVIOUS PLANNING EFFORTS  
The City of Chico has been very proactive in bicycle planning since the early 1980s.  The 
City originally developed the 1991 Chico Urban Area Bicycle Plan that was 
subsequently revised and updated by the Butte County Association of Governments 
(BCAG) resulting in the 1995 Chico Urban Area Bicycle Transportation Plan.  This plan 
has since been updated by the City of Chico resulting in the 1998 Chico Urban Area 
Bicycle Transportation Plan and the 2002 and 2007 Chico Urban Area Bicycle Plan.  
These plans were part of a comprehensive bicycle planning effort for the entire county 
and provided policy direction for the development of bike facilities in the Chico Urban 
Area.   
 
The 2012 Chico Urban Area Bicycle Plan is a continued effort by the City of Chico to 
assess the needs of bicyclists in the community and to try to assure needed facilities will 
be provided in the future. 
   
The Bicycle Transportation Act (SB 1095) was enacted in September 1993 and required 
more detailed bicycle plans.  The 2007 and 2012 plan addresses these requirements, 
thereby making the bicycle facilities included in the plan eligible for various grant funds. 
 The City of Chico General Plan, adopted in November 1994 and updated in February 
1999 and April 2011, includes a number of specific goals and policies related to bicycle 
and pedestrian paths that are included in this updated bike plan.  This plan updates the list 
of existing bicycle and pedestrian paths, and revises the list of bicycle and pedestrian 
path needs.       
 
The City of Chico, per its General Plan, has a Transportation Management Plan (TMP). 
This plan requires businesses to provide bicycle parking at a minimum.In addition, larger 
business are required to have a TMP which encourages their employees to use alternate 
commute methods, including bicycling. The City of Chico's TMP for City employees 
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includes facility kitchens for on-site meal preparation, locker rooms and showers, bike 
lockers and bike racks. As a further incentive, the City has a Bicycle Incentive Program 
which provides employees who ride to work vouchers to local bicycle shops for repairs 
and equipment for their bicycles. 
 
The City coordinates its bicycle network with Caltrans as well as Butte County 
Association of Governments. Through Caltrans, the City has bike lockers at the Caltrans 
“Park and Ride” lot. The Park and Ride lot also includes regional bus service, providing 
cyclist with the ability to transport bicycles through out the County.  

DEFINITIONS  
The City of Chico generally uses Caltrans' design standards, as described in Chapter 1000 
of the Caltrans Highway Design Manual, dated May 7, 2012.  There are cases, however, 
where the City of Chico design standards may exceed those used by Caltrans.  A careful 
evaluation of conditions for a specific bikeway may justify an easing of some 
requirement, or necessitate a more stringent requirement, as the case may be. 
 
Class I Bike Path Provides a completely separated facility designed for the exclusive 

use of bicycles and pedestrians with minimal cross flows by 
motorists.  Caltrans standards call for Class I bikeways to have a 
minimum of 8 feet of pavement with 2-foot graded shoulders on 
either side, for a total right-of-way of 12 feet.  These bikeways 
must also be at least 5 feet from the edge of a paved roadway.  

 
Class II Bike Lane Provides a restricted right-of-way designated for the exclusive or 

semi-exclusive use of bicycles with through travel by motor 
vehicles or pedestrians prohibited, but with vehicle parking and 
cross flows by pedestrians and motorists permitted.  Caltrans 
standards generally require a 4-foot bike lane from face of curb or 
edge of roadway with a 6-inch white stripe separating the roadway 
from the bike lane. 

 
Class III Bike Route Provides a right-of-way designated by signs or permanent 

markings and shared with pedestrians and motorists.  Roadways 
designated as Class III bike routes should have sufficient width to 
accommodate motorists, bicyclists, and pedestrians.  Other than a 
street sign, there are no special markings required for a Class III 
bike route. 

 
Appendix A shows illustrations of each bikeway classification. 
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PUBLIC PARTICIPATION PROCESS  

 
The 2012 Chico Urban Area Bicycle Plan updates the plan developed in 2007 by the City 
of Chico.  The plan was revised and developed with the input of the City of Chico 
Bicycle Advisory Committee and Traffic Engineering Division.  The committee was 
established by the Chico City Council as part of the City’s commitment to remain the 
most Bicycle Friendly City.  All committee meetings are scheduled and noticed to the 
public.  The Traffic Engineering Division provided oversight and direction into the plan 
contents, as well as identifying and prioritizing the needed bikeway projects. 
 
Further citizen input will be obtained through the hearing process prior to the adoption of 
a bikeway plan.  Public hearings will be held by the City as part of the consideration of 
this document. 
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SETTING  
 
LOCATION 
 
The Chico Urban Area encompasses approximately 54 square miles (140 square 
kilometers) in the northwest portion of Butte County in the northern Sacramento Valley 
(Figure 1).  It is the county's largest metropolitan area, with a population of over 
106,000, with approximately 86,290 residing inside the city limits.  The Chico Urban 
Area is remarkably flat, with elevations averaging approximately 200 feet.  The 
surrounding landscape is characterized by flat agricultural terrain and the Sacramento 
River to the west with the rolling terrain of the foothills to the east. 
 
CLIMATE 
 
Chico's climate, like that of the rest of the northern Sacramento Valley, is generally 
categorized as Mediterranean, with hot, dry summers and cool, wet winters.  Annual 
rainfall averages about 25 inches per year in the valley.  In addition, Chico occasionally 
experiences tule fog during the winter months, which can become quite dense at times.   
 
CHARACTER 
 
The Chico Urban Area boasts a diversity of land uses and attributes.  One of the primary 
characteristics that sets Chico apart from other valley towns is California State 
University, Chico. The university brings with it jobs, cultural enhancements, a large 
student population, and educational opportunities for the community.  Another of Chico's 
predominant features is Bidwell Park.  One of the largest city parks in the United States, 
Bidwell Park is used extensively by all segments of the community.  Within the park are 
facilities for swimming, hiking, bicycling, picnicking, softball, golfing, fishing, and other 
recreational activities. Chico also borders rich agricultural lands to the west.  The major 
crops include almonds, walnuts, prunes, and rice.  The City has also developed as a 
regional shopping area, with two major shopping developments and several other major 
retailers located along SR 99.  The downtown area near the university also remains vital, 
offering restaurants, shops, banks, and municipal services, as well as community 
activities. 
 



Chico
Urban
Area

Butte
County

Figure 1
CHICO URBAN AREA

LOCATION
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LAND USE PATTERNS  

 
Land use defines trip origin and destination points providing the traffic generation 
patterns which delineate the need for bikeways.  Specific examples of the land use 
patterns that warrant bikeways are as follow: 
 
Residential Areas  
 
Large or concentrated residential areas are both the origin and destination of large 
numbers of bicycle trips.  Major residential areas are located throughout the City. 
 
Schools 
 
Bicycling is a primary form of transportation for many school children.  Safe routes 
between schools and the adjacent residential areas are important not only for the students' 
safety, but as an easy means of reducing vehicular trips by reducing the need for parents 
to drop off and pick up children at school.  These issues apply to all schools, including 
junior and senior high schools. 
 
Bicycling for transportation is also commonly used by university students.  This creates a 
demand for bike facilities in and around California State University, Chico (CSUC) and 
the student residential areas surrounding the campus, as well as Butte Community 
College's Chico Center.   
 
Shopping Centers 
 
Shopping areas provide a destination for bicyclists.  The Chico downtown area and the 
two regional shopping developments, North Valley Plaza and Chico Mall, are primary 
shopping areas.  Other smaller shopping areas, such as the Market Place and Park Plaza, 
are located throughout the City.  
 
Public Buildings 
 
Public buildings include City, county, state, and federal offices.  Most of the City offices 
are located at the City Hall complex in downtown Chico.  The City of Chico Police 
Department is located on Humboldt Road and the General Services Department 
Operations and Maintenance is located on Fir Street, both are east of SR 99.  The 
California Highway Patrol office is also located on Humboldt Road.  There are other 
county, state, and federal offices located throughout the Chico Urban Area.   
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Major Employment Centers 
 
Education, retail sales, recreation/accommodation, and construction make up four of the 
largest employment segments in Chico.  In addition, the Chico Municipal Airport 
industrial park is home to several large manufacturing and distribution centers. 
 
Recreational Areas 
 
The major recreational attraction in Chico is Bidwell Park, which attracts visitors from all 
over the area.  Other recreational attractions include several city parks, the Silver Dollar 
Fairgrounds, Bidwell Mansion, and the Sacramento River. 
 
A map of these land use patterns is provided as Figure 2. 
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COMMUTE PATTERNS  
 
The existing commute patterns for travel within the Chico Urban Area heavily favor 
automobiles.  Aside from distances, lack of safe routes can make bicycle travel more of a 
challenge for the commuter.  On the plus side, Chico's terrain is generally quite flat, 
which makes it immensely suitable for bicycle travel.  The health benefits of bicycling, 
the beautiful natural settings of many local roads, the difficulty of parking at CSUC, and 
generally mild temperatures also provide inducements to bicycle commuting. 
 
There are some valid statistics regarding people using the bicycle as a means of travel.  In 
the City of Chico, about 1,570 people, or approximately 5.5 percent of the workforce 
bike to work according to the 2010 Census.  Based on this, it is estimated that 
approximately 1930 people bicycle to work in the overall urban area. 
 
Estimates of numbers of bicycle to school commuters are more difficult to calculate, 
because there are no official sources of this type of data.  A major source of bicycle to 
school commuters is CSUC, where Traffic Engineering estimates that 7,000 persons 
bicycle to the University on a daily basis.  Elementary, junior high, and high schools also 
generate bicycle traffic.  A Caltrans' Statewide Travel Survey estimates that 3.4 percent 
of Butte County students bicycle to school on a regular basis.  Based on total public 
school enrollment of 15,000, it is estimated that this adds an additional 510 bicycle 
commuters per school day. Combined with bicycle-to-work figures, the current total of 
bicycle commuters in the Chico Urban Area is estimated at 9440, or about 9 percent. 
 
According to the City of Chico General Plan, the population of the urban area is expected 
to increase to approximately 127,000 people within the next 15 - 25 years.  With the 
implementation of the policies for bikeways included in the General Plan, as well as the 
safe, well marked routes planned herein, the cycle commute patterns are forecasted to be 
up to 9 percent of the new population. Bicycle to school commuting is expected to 
increase. Total public school enrollment is expected to grow to 22,820 in FY 2013-14, 
thus adding another 780 bicyclists.  CSUC, on the other hand, is close to its capped 
enrollment level, so no significant growth in enrollment or bicycle commuters is 
anticipated.  Combined with existing numbers, the total amount of bicycle commuters is 
expected to reach approximately 12,210 at buildout.   
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 CHAPTER 3: ISSUES 
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ISSUES  
 
Barriers 
 
The chief issue facing the planning and implementation of bikeways in the Chico Urban 
Area is the physical barriers to bicycle travel.  A number of major barriers exist 
throughout the area which inhibit the use of bicycles, or make the use of bicycles very 
inconvenient for many trips.  Some of these barriers are of a fixed physical nature, such 
as creeks and freeways, while others such as busy roadways are more perceptive. 
 
The major barriers that currently exist in the Chico Urban Area include: 
 

Creeks and Waterways 
 
The majority of Big Chico Creek is located within the confines of Bidwell Park.  
There are several bridges over the creek within the park that are designed for bicycle 
and pedestrian traffic; however, roadway crossings of the creek are limited to 
Manzanita Avenue, Pine/Cypress Avenues, Camelia Way, The Esplanade, Warner 
Street, and Nord Avenue (SR 32).  These few crossings tend to be heavily traveled.  
Several bridges have been the subject of great concern due to the conflict of bicycle 
and automotive traffic.  As a result, the bridges on The Esplanade, Vallombrosa 
Avenue and Warner Street over Big Chico Creek were recently widened and included 
improvements related to bicycle safety.  Widening of Manzanita Avenue bridge, and 
other bridges may occur in the future depending on the resolution of funding and 
environmental issues. 
 
Little Chico Creek runs generally east to west through south central Chico.  There is 
urban development on both sides of the creek through significant portions of the 
urban area.  There are a few bicycle/pedestrian bridges over the creek, including one 
between SR 99 and Forest Avenue, one between Forest Avenue and Bruce Road, and 
one along the alignment of Olive Street.  However, the majority of crossings are 
roadway bridges, including those at Stilson Canyon Road, Bruce Road, Forest 
Avenue, Bruce Street, Boucher Street, Mill Street, Pine/Cypress Streets, Oroville 
Avenue, Broadway, Salem Street, Chestnut Street, Ivy Street, Walnut Street, and 
Pomona Avenue.  The adequacy of these bridges to accommodate both bicycle and 
automotive traffic varies widely.  Many of the bridges, such as Stilson Canyon Road, 
receive relatively light traffic; others, such as Pine/Cypress Streets and Oroville 
Avenue, are heavily traveled.   
 
Lindo Channel extends generally east to west from Big Chico Creek at Five-Mile 
Recreation Area to the western edge of the urban area.  East and West Lindo Avenues 
and Manzanita Avenue front much of the channel, while urban development also 
exists along either or both sides of the channel through some of the urban area.  A 
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low water bicycle/pedestrian crossing of the channel exists just east of SR 99.  This 
crossing is at grade with the channel, and is closed when the channel is flowing.  
 
Bicycle bridges at Madrone and Ceres Avenues have been constructed.  Roadway 
bridges across the channel are located at Oak Way, Nord Avenue (SR 32), Guynn 
Avenue, Cussick Avenue, The Esplanade, Mangrove Avenue, East Fifth/Floral 
Avenues, Longfellow Avenue, and Manzanita Avenue.  A bridge at Cussick Avenue 
has been converted to bicycle and pedestrian use since a new, wider roadway bridge 
was constructed. 
 
Freeway 
 
SR 99 is a four-lane freeway running generally north to south through the Chico 
Urban Area. This heavily traveled thoroughfare is elevated through the core of the 
City, from East Eighth Street to Eaton Road.  Seven interchanges currently exist, 
including Eaton Road, East Avenue, Cohasset Road, East First Avenue, East Eighth 

and Ninth Street couplet, East 20th Street, and East Park Avenue/Skyway.  
Additional underpasses without access to SR 99 are located at East Lassen Avenue, 
East Fifth Avenue, Palmetto Avenue, Vallombrosa Avenue, and Peterson Memorial 
Way (formerly North Park Drive) and South Park Drive in Bidwell Park.  Both 
Peterson Memorial Way and South Park Drive in Bidwell Park are primarily bicycle 
and pedestrian routes.  Peterson Memorial Way is open to automobile traffic during 
park hours, and while parts of South Park Drive are open to automobiles, the segment 
under-crossing the freeway is not.  In addition, bicycle/pedestrian undercrossings of 
the freeway are open at Little Chico Creek and Lindo Channel. 
 
Railroads 
 
The Union Pacific Railroad (UPRR) line runs north to south through the western 
portion of the Chico Urban Area.  There is frequent freight traffic and AMTRAK 
service operating on this line.  Because all of the current railroad crossings are at-
grade, the tracks create a barrier between the east and west part of Chico that affects 
not only bicyclists, but all transportation modes.  To address this problem, grade 
separated crossings, such as one at SR 32 (Eighth and Ninth Streets) have been 
considered; however, no funding has been identified. 
 
Congested Streets and Intersections 
 
There are a number of areas throughout the Chico Urban Area that may present 
particular challenges for bicyclists.  These roadways and intersections do not include 
actual physical barriers for bicyclists, but due to various factors, help generate 
conflicts between bicycle and automotive traffic.  These conflicts often create a safety 
barrier to all but the most experienced bicyclists.  The roadways and intersections 
cited below include the most significant examples of bicycle-automotive traffic 
conflicts.  
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  The downtown area is an area of special difficulty for bicyclists.  The area 
between First and Fifth Streets, from Wall Street to Salem Street, is of particular 
concern.  In this area, both automotive and bicycle traffic are heavy, some travel 
lanes are narrow, no bicycle lanes exist with the exception of Salem Street, and 
there is on-street parking, all of which contribute to bicycle-automobile conflicts. 

 
 Mangrove Avenue/Cohasset Road is another route of concern for bicyclists.  This 

four-lane arterial, which connects the downtown area with North Chico, 
experiences heavy automotive traffic.  Its higher traffic speeds, lack of bicycle 
lanes, and large numbers of driveways to various businesses create a high volume 
of bicycle-automobile conflicts.  Of particular concern are the SR 99/Cohasset 
Road overpass and the intersection of East Avenue and Cohasset Road, due to 
high automotive traffic volumes and merging maneuvers. 

 
 The overpass over SR 99 at East Park Avenue/Skyway presents a special 

challenge for bicyclists, due to its configuration and high number of merging 
automobiles.  All of these challenges must be addressed at an uphill climb.  This 
interchange is scheduled for improvement; nevertheless, it is unlikely to easily 
accommodate bicyclists. 

 
 East Avenue is a major east-west route that provides main access to three 

elementary schools, a junior high school, and two high schools.  The route is 
characterized by heavy automotive and bicycle traffic, high automotive traffic 
speeds, lack of consistent bicycle lanes, and large numbers of driveways, all of 
which contribute to bicycle-automobile conflicts. 

 
 The intersection of West Sacramento Avenue and Nord Avenue (SR 32), adjacent 

to the CSUC campus, is heavily traveled by both automobiles and bicycles.  
While bicycle lanes exist on both West Sacramento Avenue and Nord Avenue, 
there is considerable conflict in many bicycling maneuvers, particularly left turns. 

 
Air Quality Issues 
 
Air quality problems that affect bicyclists come from a variety of sources: vehicular 
exhaust creating carbon monoxide, dust kicked up by construction work, and smoke 
from burning allowed in county pockets.  To avoid these types of air quality 
problems, bicyclists may be forced to make extended detours.  The Butte County Air 
Pollution Control District has policies to address these issues in a general way.  For 
example, the Air District's efforts to encourage alternative transportation are aimed at 
reducing the traffic congestion that creates carbon monoxide "hot spots."  
Nevertheless, specific incidents or specific areas of air quality concerns continue to 
affect bicyclists.  
 
Funding 
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Funding for bicycle facilities is generally from state and federal funding programs.  
Bikeways must compete with other transportation modes, including streets and roads. 
 Funding sources more specifically aimed at bikeways are usually very competitive 
due to increasing popularity and demand for these facilities throughout the state and 
the nation.  Most funding sources are aimed at capital construction and are not 
available for maintenance.  Due to the limited amount of federal and state bikeway 
funding, jurisdictions must also consider local sources to fund bikeways. 
 
The City of Chico includes bikeway facilities in its capital improvement program, 
which is funded by development fees.  However, this funding source does not allocate 
money for bikeway maintenance. 
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 CHAPTER 4: BIKE FACILITIES 
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EXISTING FACILITIES   

The City of Chico has the most extensive bikeway system within Butte County.  The vast 
majority of these bikeways are Class III bike routes, with an increasing number of Class I 
bike paths and Class II bike lanes planned.  Additionally, nearly one-fourth of the total 
bikeway mileage is located within Bidwell Park along Peterson Memorial Way and South 
Park Drive. 
 
The City of Chico General Plan also contains a map of bikeways expected to be needed 
for the long-term future of the Chico Urban Area. 
 
Existing bikeways are shown on Figure 3 and listed below alphabetically according to 
class. 
 

Class I Bike Paths 
 Name Description 

1. Annie’s Glen Trail  Orient Street to Bidwell Park entrance.   
   

2. Big Chico Creek  north through Bidwell Park from 
Manzanita Ave. to Peterson Memorial 
Way 

   
3. Big Chico Creek over bridge by 

Children’s Playground 
from So-Wil-Len-No to West 1st Street 

   
4. Big Chico Creek   south through Bidwell Park from 

Centennial Ave. to Five-Mile Recreational 
Area 

   
5. Big Chico Creek  south through Bidwell Park from One-Mile 

Recreational Area to East 8th Street just 
north of SR 99 

   
6. Big Chico Creek  south through Bidwell Park on South Park 

Road from Vista Verde Avenue to Cedar 
Grove Road 

   
7. Bikeway 99  Silverbell Road to Emilio Way 

   
8. Bikeway 99  Little Chico Creek to Khol’s 

   
9. Chico Area Recreation District 

building path 
behind building from Vallombrosa Ave. to 
Vallombrosa Way 
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Class I Bike Paths 

 Name  Description 
10 Lindo Channel  across bridge connecting Ceres Avenue 

and East Lindo Avenue 
   

11 Lindo Channel  adjacent to from Holly Avenue to Mission 
Ranch Boulevard 

   
12 Lindo Channel  low water crossing near SR 99 from 

Manzanita Avenue to East Lindo Avenue 
and to Manzanita Court 

   
13 Little Chico Creek  from the west side of SR 99 Humboldt 

Avenue to Bruce Road 
   

14 Bikeway 99  Manzanita Avenue from Wildwood 
Avenue to Vallombrosa Avenue 

   
15 Notre Dame Boulevard  from Humboldt Road to Little Chico Creek 

Bridge. 
   

16 Peterson Memorial Way Manzanita Avenue to One Mile Recreation 
Area 

   
17 Sacramento Northern Railroad  along abandoned tracks from East 20th 

Street to Jones Avenue 
   

18 Sacramento Northern Railroad tracks 
abandoned  

from West 11th Avenue at The Esplanade 
to the Chico Municipal Airport 

   
19 South Park  Drive in part through Bidwell Park from 

Cypress Street to Centennial Avenue 
   

20 Sycamore Creek Diversion Channel  from Eaton Road to Floral Avenue and 
from Colonial Drive to Middletown 
Avenue 

   
21 Bikeway 99  Teichert Pond to Kohl’s 

   
22 UPRR Railroad tracks  from West Lindo Avenue to Big Chico 

Creek 
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Class I Bike Paths 

 Name Description 
23 Upper Park Road  from the “Five Mile” turnout to Horseshoe 

Lake in the vicinity of Bidwell Golf Course 
   

24 Wal-mart  south from Business Lane to Forest Avenue 
   
 

Class II Bike Lanes 
 Name Description 
1. Alamo Avenue  from 2611 Alamo Avenue to West East 

Avenue 
   
2. Amanda Way Forest Avenue to Hartford Drive 
   
3. Big Chico Creek bridge  from Memorial Way to West 1st Street 

(Along Shasta Way/Esplanade) 
   
4. Bikeway 99  Ellene Avenue to Lindo Channel 
   
5. Bikeway 99  Fir Street to Humboldt Road 
   
6. Bikeway 99  Manzanita Avenue from East Avenue to 

Chico Canyon Road 
   
7. Bikeway 99  Notre Dame Boulevard from Skyway to 

Neighborhood Church 
   
8. Bikeway 99  Pillsbury Road from East Avenue to 

Cohasset Road 
   
9. Bruce Road  from Remington Drive to East 20th Street 
   
10 Bruce Road from  East 8th Street to Hwy 32 
   
11 Business Lane Baney Lane to E. 20th Street 
   
12 California Park Drive  from Bruce Road to Yosemite Drive 
   
13 Centennial Avenue  from Centennial Avenue to East 8th Street 



 
 23

 
Class II Bike Lanes 

 Name Description 
14 Chico Canyon Road  from Centennial Avenue to East 8th Street 
   
15 Cohasset Road  from Mangrove Avenue to Golden Valley 

Bank 
   
16 East 20th Street  from Park Avenue to Belgium Avenue 
   
17 East 5th Avenue  from Esplanade to Mangrove 
   
18 East 8th Street  from SR 32 to to Bruce Road 
   
19 East Avenue  from Esplanade (~ 200’ east of/Carl’s Jr.) 

to Connors Avenue 
   
20 East Avenue  from Mariposa Avenue to Navarro Drive 
   
21 East Avenue  from Navarro Drive to Wildwood Avenue 
   
22 East Park Avenue  from Park Avenue to Carmichael Drive 
   
23 Eaton Road  from East Lassen Avenue to Cohasset Road 
   
24 El Monte Avenue  from E. 8th Street to Humboldt Road 
   
25 Esplanade  (east side) from Big Chico Creek Bridge to 

East 1st Street 
   
26 Floral Avenue  from Eaton Road to Whitewood Way 
   
27 Floral Avenue  from Glenshire Lane to East Avenue 
   
28 Forest Avenue  from East 8th Street to Notre Dame 

Boulevard (Bikeway 99) 
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Class II Bike Lanes 

 Name Description 
29 Holly Avenue  from West East Avenue to West Lindo 

Avenue 
   
30 Humboldt Road  from Forest Avenue to Hank Marsh Junior 

High 
   
31 Locust Street  from East 12th Street to East 20th Street 
   
32 Manzanita Avenue  from Madrone Avenue to Hwy 99 
   
33 Marigold Avenue  from East Avenue to Madrone Avenue 
   
34 Marigold Avenue  from Manzanita Avenue to East Avenue 
   
35 Notre Dame Boulevard  from Humboldt Road to Little Chico Creek 
   
36 Notre Dame Boulevard  from East 20th Street to Fremont Street 
   
37 Salem Street  from West 2nd Street to Little Chico Creek 
   
38 Shasta Way Esplanade to Broadway 
   
39 Skyway  from Notre Dame Boulevard to Bruce Road 
   
40 Springfield Drive (Bikeway 99) West of Forest Avenue 
   
41 SR 32 (Nord Avenue)  from West East Avenue to Stewart Avenue 
   
42 Vallombrosa Avenue  from Arbutus Avenue to Memorial Way 
   
43 Village Lane  from East 1st Avenue to Karen Drive 
   
44 Warner Street  from West 4th Avenue to West 2nd Street 
45 West 1st Street  from Ivy Street to SPRR 
   
46 West 2nd Street  from Walnut Street to Orange Street 
   
47 West 8th Avenue  from Magnolia Avenue to Nord Avenue 
   
48 West East Avenue  from Nord Avenue to Esplanade (~ 450’ 

west of) 
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Class II Bike Lanes 

 Name Description 
   
49 West Sacramento Avenue  from Mechoopda Street to Nord Avenue 
   
50 West Sacramento Avenue  from Hampshire Drive to Nord Avenue 
   
51 Whitman Avenue  from East 20th Street to Costco/south 

~1,200’ 
 

Class III Bike Routes 
 Name Description 

1. East 3rd Avenue  from Arcadian Avenue to Sherman Avenue 
   

2. Alder Street  from Woodland Avenue to East 7th Street 
   

3. Alder Street  from Woodland Avenue to East 7th Street 
   

4. Arcadian Avenue  from West 8th Avenue to West Sacramento 
Avenue 

   
5. Arcadian Avenue  from W. Lincoln Avenue to So-Wil-Le-No 

Avenue0 
   

6. Arcadian Avenue  from W. Lincoln Avenue to So-Wil-Le-No 
Avenue 

   
7. Arcadian Avenue Sacramento Avenue from West 8th Avenue to West 

   
8. Arlington Drive  

   
9. Bikeway 99  Panama Avenue to Tom Polk Avenue to 

White Avenue to Alba Avenue 
   

10 Bikeway 99  Manzanita Avenue to Ellene Avenue 
   

11 Bikeway 99 E.  Lindo Avenue to neal Dow Avenue to Hill 
View Way to Sierra Vista Way to Rey Way 

   
12 Calla Lane  from Mariposa Avenue to Floral Avenue 

   
13 Ceanothus Avenue  from East Avenue to Manzanita Avenue 
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Class III Bike Routes 

 Name Description 
   

14 Ceres Avenue  from Lupin Avenue to Glenshire Lane 
   

15 Chestnut Street  from West 2nd Street to West 12th Street 
   

16 East 3rd Avenue  from Arcadian Avenue to Sherman Avenue 
   

17 East 12th Street  from Olive Street to Nelson Street 
   

18 East 16th Street  from Hemlock Street to Mulberry Street 
   

19 East 3rd Avenue  from Arcadian Avenue to Sherman Avenue 
   

20 East 5th Avenue  from Sheridan Avenue to East Lindo 
Avenue 

   
21 East Lincoln Avenue  

   
22 Esplanade  West Esplanade Drive from West Lincoln 

Avenue to Memorial Way 
   

23 Filbert Avenue  from Bryant Avenue to Madrone Avenue 
   

24 Floral Avenue  from Calla Lane to Patricia Drive 
   

25 Hemlock Street  from East 12th Street to East 20th Street 
   

26 Ivy Street  from West 3rd Street to West 9th Street 
   

27 Karen Drive  from Village Lane to Moss Avenue 
   

28 Kentfield Drive  from Manchester Avenue to East 1st 
Avenue 

   
29 Manchester Avenue  from East 5th Avenue to Kentfield Drive 

   
30 Mariposa Avenue  from Calla Lane to Arlington Drive 

   
31 Memorial Way  from Esplanade to Vallombrosa Way 

   
32 Moss Avenue  from Pennisue Way to Filbert Avenue 
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Class III Bike Routes 

 Name Description 
   

33 Oak Street  from West 1st Street to West 9th Street 
   

34 Oleander Avenue  from Memorial Way to East 8th Avenue 
   

35 Olive Street  from East 7th Street to Humboldt Avenue 
   

36 Patricia Drive  from Floral Avenue to Ceres Avenue 
   

37 Peterson Memorial Way  Manzanita Ave to One Mile area 
   

38 Rey Way  from Filbert Avenue to Vallombrosa 
Avenue   

   
39 Salem Street  Little Chico Creek to West 19th Street 

   
40 Sheridan Avenue  from East 5th Avenue to Vallombrosa 

Avenue 
   

41 Sherman Avenue  from East 5th Avenue to East 3rd Avenue 
   

42 South Park Drive One Mile area to Cypress Acres 
   

43 Vallombrosa Way  from Peterson Memorial Way west 
   

44 West 7th Street  from Cherry Street to Willow Street 
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PLANNED FACILITIES   
Planned facilities are shown on Figure 4 and listed below by class with approximate 
costs. 

Class I Bike Paths (P) = priority 
 Name Start End Description Cost 

1. Bidwell Park (P) 
Wildwood 
Avenue 

existing path at 
the golf course Path in upper park $75,000 

      

2. Bikeway 99 Eaton Rd SR 99 Trail 

Trail along east side 
of SR-99 on 
maintenance road. $100,000 

      

3. Bikeway 99 Emilio Way East Ave 

Connect Emilio 
Way cul-de-sac 
with East Ave at 
NB ramp.   $40000 

      

4. Bikeway 99 East Ave Alba Ave 

Trail in CT R/W 
along east side of 
NB off-ramp  $72,800 

      

5. Bikeway 99 
Palmetto 
Ave 

Sierra Vista 
Way 

Trail in CT R/W 
along east side  $50000 

      

6. Bikeway 99 
Little Chico 
Creek 

Auburn Oak 
Way 

Trail along east side 
of SR-99 on 
maintenance road. $52,000 

      

7. Bikeway 99 (P) Chico Mall E 20th St 

Trail along east side 
of SR-99 at back of 
mall parking lot. $200,000 

      

8. Bikeway 99 Business Ln 
Notre Dame 
Blvd/Skyway 

Trail along east side 
of SR-99 on 
maintenance road  $125,000 

      

9. Bikeway 99 
Notre Dame 
Blvd (End) Southgate 

Trail along east side 
of SR-99 $385,000 

      

10. Bikeway 99 Garner Rd Eaton Rd 

Trail along east side 
of SR-99 on 
maintenance road, 
includes bridge over 
Mud Creek. $500,000 

      
11. Bikeway 99 Alba Ave Lindo Channel Trail in CT R/W  $150,000 
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Class I Bike Paths (P) = priority 

 Name Start End Description Cost 
     

12. Bikeway 99 
Lindo 
Channel 1st Ave 

Trail in CT R/W 
along east side  $120,000 

      

13. Bikeway 99 
Little Chico 
Creek 

Community 
Park 

Bridge connection 
remains $750,000 

14. 
Butte Creek 
Diversion  Potter Rd St Augustine Dr

Trail along south 
side of Butte Creek 
Diversion. $100,000 

      

15. 

Chapman 
Elementary 
Access (P) 

Community 
Park Ex. 
Path 

Chapman 
Elementary 

Trail connecting 
Chapman 
Elementary to E 
20th St $40000 

      

16. 
Comanche Creek 
Trail Ivy Street Midway 

Trail on diversion 
Channel $125,000 

      

17. Degarmo Park 
SUDAD 
ditch Eaton Rd 

Trail along SUDAD 
ditch  $135,000 

      

18. Holly Ave (P) Orchard W 8th Ave 
Path through 
orchard  $40,000 

      

19. 
Humboldt Rd 
Trail 

LCC Jr. 
High SR 32 

Trail along south 
side of Humboldt 
Rd.  $765,000 

      

20. Ivy St Meyers St Estes Rd 

Path along creek 
connecting Meyers 
to Estes.  $65,000 

      

21. 
Little Chico 
Creek   Bruce Road Potter Road 

Bike path along 
Little Chico Creek $286,000 

      

22. 
Lombard Ln 
Access (P) Lombard Ln Exist Trail 

Connect Lombard 
Ln to exist trail  $197,000 

      

23. 
McIntosh Ave 
crossing 

McIntosh 
Ave Estes Road 

Trail along RR and 
undercrossing to 
Estes Rd. $400,000 

      

24. Mud Creek Trail UPRR Esplanade 
Along south side of 
Mud Creek  $625,000 

      

25. Notre Dame Blvd 
Southgate 
Ave 

Neighborhood 
Church New frontage Rd. $100,000 
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Class I Bike Paths (P) = priority 

 Name Start End Description Cost 
     

26. 
One Mile Rec. 
Area Bridge (P) 

Southpark 
Dr 

Vallombrosa 
Ave 

Const new bridge 
downstream of exist 
bridge $373,000 

27. 
Peterson 
Memorial Way 

Manzanita 
Ave Arbutus Ave 

Trail along north 
side of Big Chico 
Creek. $700,000 

      

28. 
Springfield Dr 
Connection SR-99 Springfield Dr 

Trail between exist 
trail and Springfield 
Dr. $200,000 

      

29. SPRR Trail UPRR Skyway 

Trail in Abandoned 
SPRR across SR-99 
to Skyway. $550,000 

      

30. SR 99 (west side)  
 Little Chico 
Creek 

20th Street Park 
facility 

Bridge over Little 
Chico Creek $925,000 

      

31. 
Sycamore Creek 
Trail SR 32 

Hooker Oak 
Park Bridge 

Along south side of 
Mud Creek  $2,800,000 

      

32. UPRR Trail Mud Creek East Ave 
Along east side of 
UPRR  $1,200,000 

      

33. UPRR Trail 
W. 9th 
Street Hegan Way 

along abandoned 
railroad right-of-
way  $830,000 

      

34. Warner St Capshaw Ct Holly Ave 
Trail through 
orchard  $90,000 

 
Class II Bike Lanes(P) = priority 

  Name Start End Description Cost 

1. 10th Ave Esplanade Oleander Ave 
Bike lanes on 
existing road  $2,000 

       

2. 5th Ave 
Mangrove 
Ave.  

E. Lindo 
Avenue 

Bike lanes on 
existing road  $5,000 
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Class II Bike Lanes (P) = priority 

 Name Start End Description Cost 

3. 5th Street  
Chico River 
Road Alder St 

Bike lanes on 
existing road  $200,000 

      

4. Alamo Avenue  
 Lindo 
Channel 

Henshaw 
Avenue 

Bike lanes on 
existing road  $300,000 

      

5. Bikeway 99 Garner Rd Eaton Rd 

Trail along east side 
of SR-99 on 
maintenance road. $400,000 

      

6. Bikeway 99 1st Ave  
Sierra Vista 
Way 

Trail in CT R/W 
along east side of 
SR99 $100,000 

      

7. Bikeway 99 Filbert Ave 
Vallombrosa 
Ave 

Trail in Rey Way 
connects to exist 
trail. $45,000 

      

8. Bikeway 99 E 20th St Business Ln 

Trail along east side 
of SR-99 on 
maintenance road  $20,000 

      

9. Bruce Rd Skyway E 20th St 
Bike lanes on 
existing road  $225,000 

      

10. Bruce Rd 
Remington 
Dr SR-32 

Bike lanes on 
existing road  $325,000 

      

11. Chestnut St Estes Rd 11th St 
Requires either 
private or CT R/W $50,000 

      

12. Chico River Rd River Rd 5th St 
Bike lanes on 
existing road  $1,250,000 

      

13. Cohasset Rd Esplanade Bike Trail 
Bike lanes on 
existing road  $9,000 

      

14. Cussick Ave East Ave Mud Creek 
Connect to future 
bike path $400,000 

      

15. 
E Sacramento 
Ave Esplanade Oleander Ave 

Bike lanes on 
existing road  $5,000 
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Class II Bike Lanes (P) = priority 

 Name Start End Description Cost 

16. East Avenue  

on future 
streets north 
of East 
Avenue 

future extension 
of Eaton Road 

Bike lanes on 
existing road  $200,000 

      

17. East Avenue  SR 32 
Manzanita 
Avenue Partially completed. $125,000 

      

18. Eaton Rd Trail SR-32 Manzanita Ave 

Along future Eaton 
Rd crossing UPRR 
and drainage ditch. $100,000 

      

19. Fair St E Park Ave Southgate Ave 

Bike lanes on 
existing road  and 
new frontage Rd.  
Requires bridge 
over Comanche 
Creek. $18,000 

      

20. Floral Ave Lassen Ave Manzanita Ave 
Bike lanes on 
existing road  $80,000 

      

21. Garner Ln SR-99 Keefer Rd 
Bike lanes on 
existing road  $100,000 

      

22. Glenwood Ave 

W 
Sacramento 
Ave SR-32 

Bike lanes on 
existing road  $75,000 

      

23. Hicks Ln Eaton Rd Keefer Rd 
Bike lanes on 
existing road  $1,500,000 

      

24. Holly Ave 
W. Eighth 
Avenue W. Lindo Ave 

Bike lanes on 
existing road & path 
through orchard.  $35,000 

      

25. Hudson Ave 
Valley 
Forge Dr 

St Lawrence 
Ave 

Bike lanes on 
existing road  $125,000 

      

26. Ivy Street  16th Street Park Avenue 
Bike lanes on new 
and existing road  $500,000 

      

27. Keefer Rd SR-99 Cohasset Rd 
Bike lanes on 
existing road  $250,000 
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Class II Bike Lanes (P) = priority 

 Name Start End Description Cost 

28. Lassen Ave Trail Floral Ave 
Valley Forge 
Dr 

Along future Lassen 
Ave. $100,000 

      

29. Madrone Ave (P) 
Lindo 
Channel 

Vallombrosa 
Ave 

Bike lanes on 
existing road  $27,000 

      

30. 
Mangrove Ave 
(P) 

Vallombrosa 
Ave Cohasset Rd 

Bike lanes on 
existing road  $75,000 

      

31. Marigold Ave East Ave Eaton Rd 
Bike lanes on 
existing road  $30,000 

      

32. Meyers St Ivy St Park Ave 
Bike lanes on 
existing road  $750,000 

      

33. Muir Ave 

W 
Sacramento 
Ave SR-32 

Bike lanes on 
existing road  $75,000 

      

34. North Ave 
Manzanita 
Ave Lupin Ave 

Bike lanes on 
existing road  $58,000 

      

35. 
Notre Dame 
Boulevard  

Little Chico 
Creek E. 20th Street 

New road in 
subdivision $75,000 

      

36. Oleander Avenue  
 Memorial 
Way 10th Avenue 

Bike lanes on 
existing road  $50,000 

      

37. 
Sacramento 
Avenue   

Warner 
Street 

Oleander 
Avenue 

Status:  Not 
currently scheduled. $500,000 

      

38. Skyway Bruce Rd Morrow Ln 
Bike lanes on 
existing road  $10,000 

      

39. Springfield Dr Forest Ave 
Notre Dame 
Blvd 

Bike lanes on 
existing road  $45,000 

      

40. SR 32  
 Meridian 
Road Eighth Avenue 

Bike lanes on 
existing road  $500,000 

      

41. Valley Forge Dr 
Marigold 
Ave Hudson Ave 

Bike lanes on 
existing road  $5,000 
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Class II Bike Lanes (P) = priority 

 Name Start End Description Cost 

42. Vallombrosa Ave 
Arbutus 
Avenue Manzanita Ave 

Bike lanes on 
existing road  $90,000 

      

43. W 1st St SR-32 Cedar St 
Bike lanes on 
existing road  $5,000 

      

44. W 2nd St SR-32 Orange St 
Bike lanes on 
existing road  $5,000 

      

45. 
W Sacramento 
Ave River Rd Esplanade 

Farm road requires 
widening and lanes 
on existing road.  $200,000 

      

46. Warner St 4th Ave Capshaw Court 
Bike lanes on 
existing road  $175,000 

      

47. 
Wildwood Ave 
Trail 

NW of 
Sycamore 
Diversion 

Bidwell Park 
Golf Course 

Along Wildwood 
Ave connecting to 
exist trail. $25,000 

 
Class III Bike Routes (P) = priority 

 Name Start End Description Cost 
1. Bell Road Nord Ave.  Esplanade Connecting route $500 

      

2. Cussick Ave 
Shasta Ave. 
  Lindo Channel  Connecting route $500 

      
3. W. 11th Ave. (P) Holly Ave. Meadow Rd. Connecting route $500 

      
4. Meadow Rd. W. 11th Ave. W. 8th Ave.  Connecting route $500 

      
5. N. Cherry St. W. 8th Ave. W. 6th Ave.  Connecting route $500 

      

6. W. 6th Ave.  
N. Cherry 
St. Arcadian Ave. Connecting route $500 

      
7. W. 4th Ave. RR path Arcadian Ave. Connecting route $500 

      

8. 9th Ave. 
Magnolia 
Ave. Sherman Ave.  Connecting route $1000 

      
9. Tom Polk Ave.  East Ave. Airport path Connecting route $500 
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Class III Bike Routes (P) = priority 

 Name Start End Description Cost 

10. Arbutus Ave.  9th Ave. 
Vallombrosa 
Ave.  Connecting route $1000 

      
11. Sherman Ave. 9th Ave. 3rd Ave. Connecting route $500 

      

12. Neal Dow Ave. 
Lindo 
Channel 

Hill View 
Ave. Connecting route $1000 

      

13. Hill View Ave.  Bryant Ave. 
Neal Dow 
Ave. Connecting route $500 

      

14. 
Sierra Vista 
Ave. 

Downing 
Ave. Rey Way Connecting route $500 

      
15. Filbert Ave. Rey Way Bryant Ave. Connecting route $500 

      

16. Crister Ave Filbert Ave. 
Vallombrosa 
Ave.  Connecting route $500 

      

17. 
Madrone Ave 
(P) 

Vallombrosa 
Ave.  Bike bridge Connecting route $500 

      
18. Picholine Way Bruce Rd. Baroni Dr. Connecting route $500 

      

19. Baroni Dr. 
Picholine 
Way 

Remmington 
Dr. Connecting route $500 

      
20. Lassen Ave.  Eaton Rd.  Cussick Ave. Connecting route $1000 

      

21. Wildwood Ave. 
Manzanita 
Ave. Upper Park Connecting route $500 

      

22. Yosemite Dr. 
California 
Park Dr. Idylwild Cir.  Connecting route $500 

      
23. 3rd St. Salem St. Pine St. Connecting route $1000 

      
24. 4th St. Salem St.  Pine St. Connecting route $500 

      
25. Humboldt Rd. Park Ave. Forest Ave. Connecting route $1000 
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Class III Bike Routes (P) = priority 

  Name Start End Description Cost 
      

26. Alder St. 7th St. Humboldt Rd. Connecting route $500 
     

27. Boucher St. 
Humboldt 
Rd. 16th St.  Connecting route $500 

28. 12th St. Salem St. Locust St. Connecting route $500 
       

29. 16th St. Salem St. 
Chapman 
School Connecting route $500 

       
30. 20th St. Park Ave. Normal Ave. Connecting route $500 

       

31. Bruce St. 
Humboldt 
Rd. Virginia St. Connecting route $500 
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Unclassified   

   
Bicycle racks at various locations as requested by businesses or 
community members downtown  
 
Status:  Ongoing as needed. 

 $10,000 

   
Chico Area Park and Recreation District (CARD) trailways for multi-
purpose uses including cyclists along creekside greenways including 
Lindo Channel. 
 
Status:  Not currently scheduled 

 NA 
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Miles of all bicycle facilities: 
 
Facilities Class I Class II Class III Totals 
Proposed 24.8 Miles 50.4 Miles 59.0 Miles 134.4 Miles 
Existing 28.1 Miles 29.8 Miles 23.0 Miles 80.9 Miles 
Totals 52.9 Miles 80.2 Miles 82.0 Miles 215.3 Miles 
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 CHAPTER 5: SUPPORT FACILITIES 
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BICYCLE PARKING  
 
A good bicycle is expensive.  Because of this, bicyclists will tend to leave their bicycles 
safe at home unless there is a secure spot to park them at their destination.  In addition, 
cyclists, like motorists, generally desire to park in the most convenient locations.  
Therefore, bicycle parking is a key component in an effective overall bicycle plan that 
effectively encourages the use of bicycles instead of cars.  
 
There are a number of different types of bicycle parking.  The most common being 
bicycle racks.  These racks may be free-standing or bolted to the ground or to a structure. 
 Bicycles are secured to the racks with the rider's bicycle lock.  Bicycle racks come in a 
large variety of configurations, with different designs and numbers of parking spaces.  
Another common, but more expensive, form of bicycle parking is bicycle lockers.  These 
are enclosures that contain the entire bicycle behind a locked door.  Bicycle lockers are 
used for longer term storage and security of bicycles, such as at park and ride lots. 
 
There is no officially adopted or recommended standard for bicycle parking; however, to 
correspond to the customary Class I, II, and III designation for bike paths, lanes, and 
routes respectively, this plan has developed the following standards for bicycle parking 
facilities: 
 
Class I Bicycle Parking:  Covered and secured bike parking such as bicycle lockers.  It 
is recommended that one locker or equivalent Class I parking facility per unit be required 
of multi-family residential development. 
 
Class II Bicycle Parking:  Covered parking on streets, or covered bike racks located in a 
building such as the City Parking Structure at Third and Salem Streets. 
 
Class III Bicycle Parking:  Bike racks, poles, posts, etc. located on streets or sidewalks. 
 The City of Chico standard bike rack is shown in Appendix A. 
 
Bicycle parking requirements of new developments vary by jurisdiction.  For the Chico 
Urban Area, the bicycle parking requirements are shown below: 
 

 
Jurisdiction 

 
Bicycle Parking Requirement 

 
Chico 

 
For multi-family residential uses, bicycle parking equal to 20% of the number 
of off-street automobile parking spaces is required.  For commercial or 
industrial development, bicycle parking equal to 10% of the number of off-
street automobile parking spaces is required.  Specifications for the type of 
bicycle rack, locker, or other parking mechanism are not addressed.  

 
Butte County 

 
No requirements. 
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Existing Bike Parking 
 
A survey of bicycle parking available at identified land use designations was conducted.  
In general, bicycle parking is available at many destinations.  The City has installed 
several bike racks and “hitching posts” in the downtown area to accommodate bicyclists. 
 In general, bike parking is provided on the corners of the downtown streets, and in front 
of businesses. The specific findings of the survey are below.  
 
 
 TABLE 1 
 BICYCLE PARKING INVENTORY 
 CHICO URBAN AREA 
 

 
Location 

 
# Spaces 

 
# Locations 

 
Schools 
 
Butte College - Chico Center 

 
100 

 
1 

 
CSUC 

 
5500 

 
46 

 
Chico Senior High School 

 
300 

 
5 

 
Pleasant Valley High School 

 
220 

 
2 

 
Bidwell Junior High School 

 
500 

 
2 

 
Chico Junior High School 

 
300 

 
1 

 
Parks 
 
Bidwell Park 

 
100 

 
5 

 
CARD Center 

 
6 

 
2 

 
20th Street Park 

30  
2 

 
Bidwell Mansion State Park 

 
0 

 
0 

 
Shopping Centers 
 
North Valley Plaza Mall 

40  
7 

 
Chico Mall 

50  
5 

 
Downtown area 

 
160 

 
23 

 
Community Services 
 
Enloe Medical Center (Cohasset Road) 

 
20 

 
1 (Private) 

 
Enloe Hospital 

 
6 lockers/27 loop rack 

 
2 (Private) 
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Location 

 
# Spaces 

 
# Locations 

 
Government Offices 
 
Butte County Municipal Court/offices 

8  
2 

 
Butte County Library 

 
30 

 
1 

 
City of Chico offices 

40  
6 

 
U.S. Post Office - downtown 

 
see downtown area 

 
 

 
U.S. Post Office - Vallombrosa 

 
2 

 
1 

 
Inter-modal Facilities 
 
Amtrak/Greyhound station 

 
7 

 
1 

 
Chico Municipal Airport 

 
6 

 
1 

 
Park-and-ride lot at SR 32 and Fir Street 

 
16 lockers/10 loop rack 

 
2 

 
Butte College Bus Stops  24 

 
2 
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INTERMODAL CONNECTIONS  
 
The ability of bicyclists to connect to other transportation modes is of great importance to 
overall mobility.  The primary method in which this is accommodated is the transit 
connection.  The B-Line, Butte Regional Transit, provides bicycle racks on most of their 
buses.  Greyhound Bus Lines does not have provisions for bicycle transport, other than as 
luggage.  Amtrak's Coast Starlight service, which serves Chico, shares Greyhound's 
bicycle-as-luggage transport policy.  However, Chico is not an Amtrak baggage stop at 
this time so, like other large luggage, bicycles cannot be loaded onto the trains at the 
Chico stop.   
 
Bicycle parking at intermodal facilities includes bicycle lockers at the park-and-ride lot 
on Fir Street, bicycle racks at the Amtrak/Greyhound station on West 5th and Orange 
Streets, and bicycle racks at the Chico Municipal Airport.  Bicycle parking is also 
available at the transit center in downtown Chico at Second and Salem Streets, as well as 
two major Butte College bus stops. Since the last Bicycle Plan in 2007, the availability of 
bicycle parking has increased at intermodal locations. 
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SHOWER AND LOCKER FACILITIES   
 
Shower and locker facilities are not yet available for bicyclists on a widespread basis.  
Those that are available are private.  CSUC has shower, locker, and restroom facilities 
for students, faculty, and staff to use, as do the junior and senior high schools.  Several 
major employers, such as Sierra Nevada Brewery, Enloe Hospital, and the City of Chico 
also provide shower and locker facilities for their employees.  Health club and other 
athletic facilities may also provide a potential source of bicyclist support facilities.  
Public rest rooms are available near some bicycle parking facilities at the county library, 
government offices, shopping areas, City Plaza, DeGarmo Park, and some Bidwell Park 
locations. 
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CHAPTER 6: SAFETY AND EDUCATION 
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BICYCLE SAFETY AND EDUCATION  
 
The Chico Police Department is the law enforcement agency having primary enforcement 
responsibility for bicycle safety in the City of Chico.  The Chico Police Department has 
established many programs to promote bicycle safety, with emphasis on prevention 
through education and enforcement of rules.  Some examples of the department's efforts 
include: 
 

 A Community Outreach Program is offered by the department to local elementary 
schools, when staff time permits.  Students in grades 1 through 5 are instructed in 
bicycle safety programs and participants are awarded certificates of completion.  

 
 Police officers speak to students from pre-school through high school about 

bicycle safety, pedestrian safety, and the importance of wearing bicycle helmets.  
Presentations to children in pre-school and elementary schools may include the 
use of a robotic car to demonstrate points. 

 
 Enforcement of bicycle laws is emphasized as part of the patrols of high schools.  

Officers routinely issue warnings or citations, or both, to violators. 
 
 In conjunction with the Enloe Hospital’s “Think First” program, local bicycle 

shops, sporting goods stores, and the Chico Police Department have sponsored a 
program to provide bicycle helmets at a discount price. 
 

 Chico Velo, a local bicycle club, offers assistance with various educational and 
safety information and programs including classes in Bike Education.  Programs 
are offered through the schools and the Chico Area Recreation and Park District 
(CARD).  The Bike Education program contains several elements including 
maintenance and repair, traffic regulations, safe-riding skills, and is valuable 
information for all persons riding bikes.   

 
 The community has educated motorists and bicyclists on sharing the road safely. 

Traffic Skills 101, Cycling Skills, Commuter and Bike Maintenance classes are 
also offered in the community. Smart Cycling courses are offered to planners and 
engineers. Cycling classes and workshops are conducted by a Certified Instructor. 
Chico requires safe driving training for most professional drivers. Some bike 
education programs target traditionally underserved populations. 

  
 

The Chico Police Department's commitment to bicycling and bicycle safety extends to 
providing a bike patrol.  Community service officers patrol the downtown and student 
housing areas on bicycles when necessary. 
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The California Highway Patrol (CHP), which has jurisdiction over bicycle safety in the 
county areas, has published several educational pamphlets to inform bicyclists about how 
to ride safely.  Some of the pamphlets are geared towards children while others are more 
suitable for adults.  The CHP also issues press releases and other media information to 
spotlight bicycle safety issues.   
In addition, there are local community efforts to promote bicycle safety.  Chico Area 
Recreation and Park District (CARD) has offered classes on safe, effective cycling.  In 
1991, the Think First program was established to provide bicycle helmets for every Chico 
elementary school student who asked for one.   
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CHAPTER 7: GOALS, OBJECTIVES, AND 
POLICIES 
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GOALS, OBJECTIVES, AND POLICIES  
 
Goals, objectives, and policies are integral parts of any bikeway plan, as they provide a 
clear direction for decision makers in implementing a comprehensive bikeway system.   
 
OVERALL GOAL 
 
Continue to fulfill the requirements necessary to be a bicycle friendly community, as 
determined by the League of American Bicyclists. 
 
GOAL 1: Provide safe and direct routes for cyclists between and through residential 

neighborhoods, commercial areas, schools, and other major destinations 
within the Chico Urban Area. 

 
Objective: Identify needed bike paths, lanes, and routes, and related bike 

facilities needed in the Chico Urban Area. 
 

Policies: 1. Implement the bikeway plan by: 
 

 Obtaining funding for and constructing bicycle and 
pedestrian paths as shown in Figure 4. 

 
 Adding bike lanes whenever possible in conjunction 

with road reconstruction or re-striping projects, 
subdivision development and related off-site 
improvements; 

 
 Improving existing crossings and providing for 

future crossings of creeks, railroads, and roadways; 
 
 Seeking funding sources to implement the bikeway 

plan in conjunction with street improvements; and 
 
 Working with Butte County and other agencies to 

implement a regional bikeway system that provides 
convenient connection to the local bikeway system. 

 
2. Identify and give funding priority to projects which connect 

existing bikeway facilities. 
 

3. Promote bikeways between educational, recreational, 
shopping, governmental, residential, and other attractions.
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4. Provide cyclists with direct connections between origins 
and destinations. 

 
5. Continue to encourage California State University, Chico 

to reintroduce opportunities for safe bicycle access into and 
through the main campus area. 

 
6. Retrofit existing cul-de-sacs, where feasible, to provide 

enhanced bike and pedestrian linkages between 
neighborhoods. 

 
7. Explore the feasibility of additional bike routes parallel 

with Bidwell Park and an east-west couplet in downtown, 
using Second and Third or Fourth Streets, or the "lost park" 
area to improve bicycle circulation. 

 
8. Construct Class I bikeways in undeveloped areas prior to or 

concurrent with the development of these areas. 
 

9. Overcome geographical barriers such as creeks, freeways, 
and railroads. 

 
10. Identify locations where pedestrian traffic would be 

sufficient to warrant separate facilities for bicycles and 
pedestrians. 

 
11. Utilize the Bicycle Advisory Committee to advise the 

Chico City Council and Butte County Board of Supervisors 
on bicycle related issues. 

 
GOAL 2: Improve safety, efficiency, and comfort for bicyclists and pedestrians 

through traffic engineering and law enforcement efforts and provide for 
shaded through-routes, where possible. 

 
Objective: Minimize potential conflicts between autos, bikes, and pedestrians. 

 
Objective: Minimize or eliminate safety hazards. 

 
Policies: 1. Require that new bikeways be designed to meet or exceed 

current Caltrans bikeway design guidelines (Caltrans 
Highway Design Manual, Chapter 1000, September 2006).  

 
2. Develop and implement lighting standards for bikeways. 
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3. Increase bicycle safety by: 
 

 Providing bicycle paths and lanes that promote bicycle 
commuting. 

 
 Sweeping, weed control, and repairing bicycle lanes and 

paths on a continuing and regular basis. 
 
 Ensuring that bikeways are delineated and signed in 

accordance with Caltrans' standards and lighting is 
provided where needed. 

 
 Providing bicycle paths or lanes on bridges. 
 
 Ensuring that all new and improved streets have bicycle-

safe drainage grates and are free of hazards such as uneven 
pavement and gravel. 
 

 Working with representatives of the Chico Unified School 
District to provide safe bicycle access to schools and to 
plan facilities for future schools. 

 
 Working with Chico Unified School District Parent and 

Teachers Association to find volunteers who can educate 
children on bicycle safety in accordance with the California 
Vehicle Code.  

 
4. Give bicycle equal treatment to motor vehicles in terms of 

provisions for safety and comfort on arterial and collector 
streets. 

 
5.  At high volume bicycle/automobile intersections that have 

actuated signals, install bicycle detector loops/cameras and 
identifying markings.   

 
6. Identify and prioritize projects which mitigate or eliminate 

(or both) safety hazards for bicyclists. 
 

7. Establish policies and adopt standards for bicycle 
boulevards or traffic calming measures (or both) for streets. 

 
8. Continue to optimize safety conditions for bicyclists 

through traffic engineering and law enforcement efforts. 
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9. Monitor bicycle accidents to identify hazardous locations 
and causal factors to develop recommendations for traffic 
engineering improvements or targeted enforcement, or 
both. 

 
10. Aggressively enforce all traffic laws for cars and bicycles 

focusing on high volume and high accident locations. 
 

11.  Consider increasing the use of police officers or 
community service officers on bicycles to increase the 
effectiveness of the enforcement program. 

 
GOAL 3: Provide adequate bicycle parking facilities. 
 

Objective: Improve availability of bicycle parking facilities at a variety of 
land uses. 

 
Policies: 1. Require provision of secure, well-lit, covered bicycle 

parking at all existing and future multiple-family 
residential, commercial, industrial, and office/institutional 
uses.  “Secure parking” means areas where bicycles can be 
secured to a non-movable rack to prevent theft. 

 
2. Consider providing incentives for new or expanding multi-

tenant commercial and industrial projects and large 
employers to provide secure bicycle parking, lockers, and 
showers for employees.  Incentives may include reduced 
fees or reduced parking requirements. 

 
3. Continue to provide convenient bicycle parking in the 

Central Business District either on the street or in public or 
private parking lots.  If demand exists, vehicle parking 
should be removed in favor of bicycle parking. 

 
4. Provide bicycle parking facilities in municipal parking lots 

or other city parking areas. 
 

5. Enforce existing ordinances requiring bicycle parking 
facilities. 

 
6. Encourage the school district to provide safe, secure, 

convenient, covered bicycle parking for students and staff. 
 
GOAL 4: Provide and plan for bicycle and pedestrian access to new development, 

including on-site access for new residential development. 
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Objective: Provide a continuous system of bicycle and pedestrian paths that 
link new residential development with existing facilities. 

 
Policies: 1. Require pedestrian access and bikeway connections to the 

city-wide system every 500 feet, where feasible, as part of 
the subdivision review process. 

 
2.  Require new local streets to connect with existing local 

streets and arterials, and permit cul-de-sac streets in urban 
residential areas only where bicycle and pedestrian access 
between cul-de-sacs, adjacent streets, or open space areas 
(or any combination of the three) is integrated with an area-
wide pedestrian/bicycle system. 

 
3. Construct all new arterial streets with bike lanes. 

 
4.  Maintain continuity of bike lanes along arterials through 

developing areas, avoiding piecemeal bike lane 
construction.  
 

5.  Where possible, avoid piecemeal street construction or 
improvements that result in varying street widths and levels 
of improvements. 

 
GOAL 5: Promote bicycling as a part of the inter-modal transportation system. 
 

Objective: Provide adequate bicycle access to rail, transit, and alternative 
transportation facilities. 

 
Objective: Provide accommodations for bicyclists on alternative 

transportation modes. 
 

Policies: 1. Provide bikeways that connect to park-and-ride lots, the 
downtown transit center, rail station, and other inter-modal 
facilities. 

 
2. Provide bicycle parking facilities at the downtown transit 

hub, rail station, and other inter-modal transfer facilities. 
 

3. Provide bicycle racks on all buses, as feasible. 
 

4. Advertise the availability of bicycle facilities in transit and 
ride-sharing brochures. 
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5. Work with Butte Community College to provide bicycle 
racks on buses and reconfigure bus stops to locations where 
bicycle parking is available. 

 
6.  Install Class I bike parking at the Transit Center at such 

time as a multi-modal facility is constructed. 
 
GOAL 6: Improve bicycling safety through driver and cyclist education programs. 
 

Objective: Enhance awareness of motorists' rights and responsibilities in 
interacting with bicyclists. 

 
Objective: Enhance awareness of bicyclists' rights and responsibilities in 

interacting with motorists, pedestrians, and other bicyclists.  
 

Policies: 1. Develop a visually clear, simple, and recognizable bicycle 
system with clearly defined routes. 

 
2. Include basic rules of interaction between bicyclists and 

motorists, pedestrians, and other bicyclists in regional 
bikeway maps and literature. 

 
3. Encourage the development and distribution of pamphlets 

on "rules of the road" for bicyclists to bicycle shops, 
schools, and the Department of Motor Vehicles. 

 
4. Work with the Chico Unified School District to promote 

classes on bicycle safety in the schools. 
 

5. Encourage the California Department of Motor Vehicles 
(DMV) to include bicycle rules and regulations on drivers 
licensing tests. 

 
6. Encourage the establishment and continued availability of 

effective cycling programs, especially in schools. 
 

7. Promote bicycle use by maintaining a regularly updated 
map of Chico and regional bikeways. 

 
GOAL 7:  Develop a bikeway system that encourages and facilitates recreational use. 
 

Objective: Encourage recreational bicycling by providing a bikeway system 
that responds to the riding needs of both the avid cyclist and the 
"weekend" rider. 
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Policies: 1. Emphasize connections to recreational centers, such as 
Bidwell Park, 20th Street Park, Hooker Oak Recreational 
Area, and others. 

 
2. Plan bikeway facilities to take full advantage of the scenic 

qualities of the Chico area for the enjoyment of residents 
and visitors alike. 

 
3.  Provide adequate bicycle parking facilities at recreation 

areas where warranted by demand.  
 
4. Support development of recreational trails along Lindo 

Channel, Little Chico Creek, Sycamore Creek, lower and 
upper Bidwell Park, and other trails proposed in the Chico 
Area Recreation and Park District Master Plan, the Bidwell 
Park Master Management Plan, and the City of Chico 
General Plan. 

 
GOAL 8: Pursue and obtain maximum funding available for bikeway programs. 
 

Objective: Identify all possible funding sources for bikeway projects. 
 

Objective: Develop a bikeway project list which will include projects that 
meet requirements for a variety of funding sources. 

 
Policies: 1. Develop ongoing contact with regional, state, and federal 

agencies and private entities to identify available funding 
sources. 

 
2. Work with appropriate agencies to obtain grants and other 

allocations to fund bicycle projects. 
 

3. Provide for an ongoing bicycle planning process.  
 

4. Develop and maintain a comprehensive, prioritized list of 
bicycle projects which includes a variety of project types.  
The project list may include educational programs, bicycle 
parking, hazard elimination programs, and projects which 
facilitate inter-modal transfer, as well as bikeway design 
and construction projects.   

 
5. Expend revenues from bicycle license fees and proceeds 

from the annual bike sale for bicycle facilities or programs, 
or both. 
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6. Encourage the Chico Area Park and Recreation District to 
participate with the City and County to construct and 
maintain trailways, giving these projects high funding 
priority. 

 
7. Require developers to provide bicycle facilities in new 

residential and commercial developments as part of project 
approval. 

 
8. Emphasize the construction of new facilities, ongoing 

maintenance of all bike facilities, and upgrading of existing 
facilities in the expenditure of funds. 

 
9. Encourage Butte County to adopt a bicycle licensing 

program similar to the City of Chico, with license fees 
reevaluated periodically to determine the feasibility of 
revenue enhancement through such fees. 

 
10. Continue to collect and expend developer fees for new 

bikeway capital projects. 
 

11. Develop funding sources for ongoing maintenance of 
bikeways.
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 CHAPTER 8:   FUNDING SOURCES 
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CURRENT FUNDING SOURCES  
 
There are a variety of sources used to fund transportation projects and programs.  Most 
funding comes from the federal and state programs earmarked for specific types of 
transportation improvements, although some funds are generated through local programs. 
 There are a few funding sources specifically for bicycle and pedestrian facilities; 
however, at the discretion of the local jurisdiction, most funding available for local 
streets and roads may also be spent on bikeway improvements. 
 
Funding sources include: 
 
FEDERAL 
 
Safe, Accountable, Flexible, Efficient, Transportation Equity Act: A Legacy for 
Users (SAFETEA-LU) 
 
This Act was approved and replaced the Transportation Equity Act for the 21st Century 
(TEA-21).  For the 5-year period 2005-2009, SAFETEA-LU will provide $244.1 billion 
in federal funds for highways, transit and safety programs.  It allows funding to be 
allocated for highways, bridges, transit, bicycle and pedestrian paths, carpools, and other 
alternative transportation programs. 
 
Highway-Rail Grade Crossings Program:  Also referred to as the Railway-Highway 
Crossings Program, funding is provided for grade crossing improvements along rail lines. 
 Through fiscal years 2006-2009, a total of $220 million will be allocated between the 
states.  Such improvements may include flashers, gates, cantilevered flashing lights, 
surface improvements, and realignment of roads at railroad crossings. 
 
Congestion Mitigation and Air Quality (CMAQ):  This program directs funds to 
alternative transportation projects in ozone and carbon monoxide attainment and non-
attainment areas, with a goal of improving air quality.  Funds are apportioned for use in 
the Chico Urban Area for projects that will help reduce carbon monoxide emissions.  
Eligible projects include transit, bikeway and pedestrian paths and facilities, rideshare 
programs, alternative fuel vehicles, and other transportation control measures. 
 
Safe Routes to School Program:  As a result of SAFETEA-LU, two programs are now 
in existence: the Federal Safe Routes to School (SRTS) Program and the California State-
legislated Safe Routes to School (SR2S) Program.  The differences between programs are 
eligibility and local match requirements.  Qualified projects must correct or substantially 
improve a specific pedestrian or bicycle safety problem (or both) on an established route 
to a public or private school and can include lighting, traffic signs and signals, turning 
lanes, shoulder improvements, traffic calming, medians, pavement markings, and 
roadway realignments. 
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Scenic Byways:  This competitive grant program provides funding to plan, design, and 
develop scenic byways with a goal of enhancing economic development in rural areas via 
tourism.  Once scenic byways are designated, funding is available for projects that 
enhance the scenic, recreational, cultural, natural, and archaeological value of the area, as 
well as for tourist facilities, such as rest areas, bicycling or hiking trails, turnouts, passing 
lanes, overlooks, and interpretive trails.   
 
Chico does not currently have any road segments eligible for this funding source. 
 
Transportation Enhancement Activities (TEA):  Such activities are aimed to 
strengthen the Nation’s intermodal transportation system.  Eligible projects include bike 
and pedestrian pathways, and public transportation projects.  These funds must be used 
for capital expenditures, not routine maintenance.  TEA funds, administered as part of the 
State Transportation Improvement Program (STIP), are distributed through the Butte 
County Association of Governments Regional Transportation Improvement Plan process. 
 
STATE 
 
State Transportation Improvement Program (STIP) 
 
The State Transportation Improvement Program (STIP) is a biannual process through 
which Caltrans allocates the State Highway Account to transportation projects.  Each 
county has a target dollar amount to guide project bids, known as a "county minimum.”  
Counties may or may not receive the entire county minimum in each STIP cycle; 
however, they are guaranteed to receive the total allocation within the overall process.  
There are several funding programs which are allocated by the California Transportation 
Commission through this process. 
 
Transportation Development Act (TDA) 
 
Passed in 1971, this legislation provides a regular, guaranteed source of funds for local 
transit. These funds are administered by the Regional Transportation Planning Agency 
(RTPA) and apportioned to jurisdictions on a per-capita basis.  While there are two 
funding programs provided under TDA only one, the Local Transportation Fund (LTF), 
can be used for bikeways and accounts for approximately 1.2 percent of the total. 
 
Local Transportation Fund (LTF):  One-quarter of 1 cent of the current 7.25 cents 
statewide sales tax is returned to the county in which it was generated.  Under strict 
provisions of how the funds may be allocated and spent, Butte County Association of 
Governments (BCAG) annually allocates these funds to jurisdictions for specific 
purposes, generally public transportation.  The law also provides that if it can be shown, 
through an annual process, that all unmet transit needs that are reasonable to meet are 
being provided for, the remaining LTF funds can be used for local streets and roads, 
including 2 percent for bicycle and pedestrian capital projects. 
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Bicycle Transportation Account (BTA) 
 
This account awards state funds to County and City projects that will improve safety and 
convenience for bicycle commuters.  Each fiscal year the BTA provides funding to 
County and City agencies.  No applicant can receive more than 25 percent of the total 
funding in any one fiscal year.  In order to receive these funds, the BTA requires that 
only projects in a current Bicycle Master Plan are eligible for funding in this statewide 
competitive grant program. 
 
Environmental Enhancement and Mitigation Program (EEMP) 
 
The Environmental Enhancement and Mitigation Program provides $10 million annually 
in statewide grants.  The purpose of the funding is to mitigate the environmental impact 
of new or modified transportation facilities under three possible categories: highway 
landscape and urban forestry, resource lands, and roadside recreational.  Bicycle and 
pedestrian facilities, such as roadside trails, are allowable projects under the roadside 
recreational category.  However, projects must be related to a transportation construction 
project, such as a highway, transit facility, or park-and-ride lots. 
 
LOCAL 
 
Traffic Mitigation/Impact Fees 
 
This category includes the various types of local assessments on new development 
projects which, as a result of their construction, are expected to generate additional 
traffic.  Criteria and location of impact areas are set by the local jurisdictions.  Most 
jurisdictions employ some type of traffic or transportation impact fee.  Fees may be 
assessed area-wide, only in target sections of the jurisdiction, on a project-by-project 
basis as dictated by project impacts, or a combination of these.   
 
An impact fee program is currently in effect for the Chico Urban Area.  Class I bike paths 
to be funded all or in part from development impact fees are shown in Figure 4.  The fees 
proposed are shown in Appendix B and also included with the annual “nexus” study that 
establishes the legally required relationship between a public improvement and the fees 
assessed to new development.  These funds are restricted to the design and construction 
of bike facilities and cannot be used for maintenance. 
 
General Funds 
 
Local jurisdictions may choose to use general fund monies to help finance transportation 
projects or services, including airport operations, or as local matching funds for 
transportation grants.  Because of the impacts of the recession and Proposition 13 on 
local government general fund budgets, this is neither a popular nor commonly used 
option. 
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Other 
 
Class 2 and Class 3 bicycle facilities are funded through other capital project funds such 
as street facility fees, gas tax, and redevelopment agency (RDA).  If the Bicycle Master 
Plan has them delineated, the facilities are part of the project. 
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POTENTIAL FUNDING SOURCES  
 
Reliable funding is required before a commitment can be made to individual 
transportation projects.  One of the largest sources of funding (state, and federal 
transportation funds) generally is allocated based on population.  As a result, rural areas, 
such as Butte County, are at a funding disadvantage relative to the large urban areas of 
the state and nation.  Butte County must look to a variety of funding mechanisms, 
including innovative funding strategies, if the full list of needed bikeway improvements 
is to be implemented. 
 
Potential methods of enhancing the revenues available for transportation, including 
bikeways, are discussed below. 
 
Sales Tax Increase 
 
The state legislature has given local jurisdictions the ability to increase the retail 
transaction use tax, or sales tax, up to 1 percent, which can be earmarked for specific 
purposes.  A super- majority (2/3) vote is required on such an increase.  A number of 
California counties, including Sacramento, San Francisco, Contra Costa, Santa Clara, and 
Santa Cruz Counties, have voted to increase the sales tax by 1/2 percent to finance 
specific Traffic Mitigation Fees 
transportation improvements.  In Sacramento County, this 1/2 percent sales tax is 
expected to raise $920 million over 20 years. 
 
Currently used in several areas of Butte County, traffic mitigation fees can be a means to 
fund roadway, transit, bicycle and other improvements through assessment of trip-end 
fees on new development.  A capital improvement program is developed based on needs 
established for future development.  A per-trip fee is then calculated based on the total 
trip generation of new development. 
 
Chico and Butte County use a similar system to fund transportation improvement needs 
in the Chico Urban Area.  A fee is charged to each housing unit based on the land use 
density capacity at buildout divided into the transportation improvements required at 
buildout.  This Street Facilities Fund then finances the improvements as they are needed.  
 
Air Quality Mitigation Fees 
 
Similar to traffic mitigation fees, air quality mitigation fees are assessed on new 
residential and commercial construction based on the amount of pollutants expected to be 
generated.  The Tahoe Regional Planning Agency (TRPA) currently combines traffic and 
air quality mitigation fees based chiefly on the number of trips expected to be generated 
by a development, using one method to mitigate both the congestion and air quality 
degradation that may be expected as a result of additional vehicle trips.  These fees are 
then claimed by jurisdictions for transit, bikeways, and roadway capital improvement 
programs. 
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The following discussion of financing mechanisms is derived from the Transportation 
2000 Financing Study by Santa Clara County, as referenced in the MTC publication, 
Non-Sales Tax Local Funding Mechanisms Used to Finance State Highway Projects in 
the MTC Region: 
 
Motor Vehicle Fee 
 
The State currently charges a fee on those who own and operate vehicles in the State of 
California, for registration and for licensing.  Two special programs have been authorized 
to assess special fees on the motor vehicle tax; $1 may be assessed to fund freeway call 
box systems and up to $4 may be assessed for air quality programs.  Butte County 
currently assesses a $4 surcharge for air pollution control programs.  Some of these funds 
are made available on a competitive grant basis by the Butte County Air Quality Control 
District. 
 
Parking Fee/Tax 
 
A parking fee is a charge for a vehicle to park in a particular space and can be effectively 
used for on- or off-street parking.  The fee could be linked with the transportation system 
impact of persons using those parking spaces.  A parking tax is a levy on the use of off-
street commercial or employer-provided parking spaces.  The tax is typically collected as 
a percentage of the total parking charge paid by the motorist and forwarded to the agency 
(e.g. city) by the parking lot owner or operator.   
 
Counties are not presently authorized to levy parking taxes; however, cities in California 
may implement a tax under their individual charters.  In order for a county to levy a 
parking tax, state enabling legislation would have to be passed.  Then, a two-thirds voter 
approval is needed before such a tax could be implemented in a jurisdiction to be used 
specifically for transportation improvements. 
 
In general, a parking fee would not provide as much revenue as parking taxes due to the 
need to directly link costs and benefits.  A fee may not require a public vote but would 
need to be adopted by each of the city councils where it is implemented.  The fee or tax, 
while raising additional funds, has secondary benefits for transportation systems.  The 
imposition or increase of parking charges creates a disincentive to the use of single 
occupancy vehicle by increasing the cost of driving versus other forms of transportation.  
As a result, alternative transportation becomes a more attractive substitute for driving.  
 
Joint Development 
 
Joint development describes an improvement that results from the cooperative efforts of a 
private company and public agency.  Examples of joint development include the private 
development of a public facility, cooperative financing of public facilities, transfer of 
development rights, and density bonuses.  The legal basis for joint development depends 
on the circumstances of the agreement.  In general, however, the authority to require 
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dedication of land or exactions as a condition of development derives from the agency's 
police power to protect public interests.  
 
 
Peak Hour Congestion Pricing 
 
This is a fee charged to those using transportation facilities during the peak period.  As a 
user charge, it is neither a tax nor a toll, and therefore, not subject to state or federal tax 
restrictions.   
 
Congestion pricing, while raising additional funds, has secondary benefits for 
transportation systems.  The imposition of such charges creates a disincentive to the use 
of transportation systems during peak periods through increased cost.  This provides 
financial motivation for transportation system users to spread their use to non-peak hours. 
 As a result, system’s demand is more evenly distributed, thus creating greater efficiency 
of use.    
 
Tax Increment Financing 
 
Sometimes known as redevelopment, tax increment financing results from the 
designation of an area as blighted and in need of significant improvements.  Debt is 
incurred, often through bonds, to provide these capital improvements, which may include 
transit and roadway systems and facilities.  Property values increase as a result of these 
improvements, which consequently increases the amount of property tax.  The debt is 
paid through the difference between the property tax paid prior to improvements and that 
paid on the higher property values after improvements.   
 
Bond Measures 
 
Cities and counties may issue general obligation bonds payable through increased 
property taxes by a 2/3 majority vote of the general electorate.  These bonds may be used 
to fund government services, such as transportation improvements. 
 
Assessment Districts 
 
Cities and counties may form benefit assessment districts to provide specific services or 
facilities to groups of people who would benefit from their availability.  
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