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This edition of the Pulse summarizes the Parks Division progress made in Bidwell Park and other areas of Chico.  

For additional details, refer to  the annual report presented to the Bidwell Park and Playground Commission .  

This year marked another year of significant challenges to the 

Parks, Open Spaces, Greenways, and Preserves Division (Park 

Division) and the Street Trees and Public Plantings Division 

(Street Trees).   

 

Staffing cuts initiated in 2013 contin-

ues to cast a shadow on its conse-

quences to services.  The combined 

staffing levels for both divisions is at 

half of what was available in 2009.  In 

addition, the Urban Forest Manager 

(UFM) position remains unfilled.  The 

diminished capacity has meant a 

backlog in maintenance and reduced 

Park hours.  For example, the number 

of Street Tree service requests climbed 

from less than 200 in 2013 to nearly 

1,000 at the end of 2015.   

 

While the focus continues toward 

providing basic and emergency ser-

vices, we developed creative solutions to handle workload and 

redefined staff responsibilities.  Stability has allowed the City to 

build capacity in certain areas (tree contracts and new partner-

ships) with and to take on new endeavors (a more comprehen-

sive fundraising strategy raised over $20,000 for Caper Acres).   

 

To kick off the New Year, we reflect on last yearôs accomplish-

ments and lay out new approaches to tackle upcoming issues.  

The Parks Division and Street Trees Division are pleased to 

share this annual report to the Bidwell 

Park and Playground Commission and the 

public.  The objective of this document is 

to provide transparency to the public and 

report on performance of the Divisions.   

 

As citizens, commissioners, and staff we 

have much work to do and we will contin-

ue to build better partnerships and ways to 

do things every day.  We look forward to 

working with the community toward solu-

tions in 2016!  

 

~Daniel Efseaff, Park and Natural Re-

source Manager 
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Support your Park through the North 
Valley Community Foundation!!! 

http://nvcf.org/fund/bidwell-park-chico-parks-division-2/  


