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CITY OF CHICO CAMP FIRE TRAFFIC IMPACTS 

 On November 8, 2018, the Town of Paradise and surrounding unincorporated areas of 

Butte County experienced one of the most devastating natural disasters in our country’s history.  Due to 

the nature of the fire and level of devastation, residents continue to be displaced, dealing with the many 

facets of their homes and livelihoods being gone.  The City of Chico is the major adjoining community 

to Paradise and has therefore continued to play a critical role in this incident, housing many of those 

who have now been left without a home, as well as many of the support operations from State and 

Federal agencies such as FEMA, CalOES, EPA, Red Cross and so on.  As details and timeframes of the 

incident have unfolded, the level of coordination and assistance on various aspects, such as schools, 

shelters and operations have impacted Chico's traffic volumes due to this increase in population, as well 

as general daily activity.  The City of Chico deployed traffic counting devices in early December to 

collect data on the magnitude of traffic related impacts. 

 Attached is a City of Chico staff Memorandum with the supporting data obtained, 

quantifying the traffic related impacts on the City of Chico. 

Any questions or concerns regarding this data may be directed to the City of Chico Director of 

Public Works – Engineering, Brendan Ottoboni at 530-879-6901 or brendan.ottoboni@chicoca.gov. 
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Spreadsheet to accompany Camp Fire Traffic Impact Map

E 20TH ST W of WHITMAN AVE 18,255 32,231 77%

EATON RD W of BURNAP AVE 5,681 9,264 63%

NOTRE DAME BLVD N of SKYWAY 14,040 21,735 55%

DAYTON RD S of ARCHER AVE 6,096 9,163 50%

FOREST AVE S of HUMBOLDT RD 14,543 21,062 45%

SKYWAY W of NOTRE DAME BLVD 31,404 43,621 39%

COHASSET RD N of EATON RD 10,222 13,980 37%

DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. PKWY N of 23RD ST 6,945 9,459 36%

BRUCE RD N of LAKEWEST DR 11,363 15,343 35%

LASSEN AVE W of BURNAP AVE 7,654 10,115 32%

MIDWAY RD S of E PARK AVE 16,862 22,139 31%

BRUCE RD S of HUMBOLDT RD 10,536 13,468 28%

PARK AVE N of E PARK AVE 12,136 15,294 26%

EAST AVE E of COHASSET RD 17,367 21,819 26%

EAST AVE E of SR 32 16,355 20,375 25%

EATON RD W of SILVERBELL RD 9,728 11,949 23%

E PARK AVE Btwn SR 99 & CARMICHAEL DR 24,550 30,138 23%

ESPLANADE RD S of W SACRAMENTO AVE 20,748 25,286 22%

EAST AVE E of ESPLANADE RD 24,468 29,799 22%

ESPLANADE RD S of EAST AVE 20,558 24,578 20%

BROADWAY S of 2ND ST 8,638 10,267 19%

MANGROVE AVE S of VALLOMBROSA AVE 18,703 22,004 18%

EATON RD E of ESPLANADE RD 16,834 19,754 17%

E 1ST AVE W of LONGFELLOW 15,546 18,201 17%

PARK AVE S of 16TH ST 17,988 20,658 15%

W 8TH AVE E of NORD AVE (SR 32) 6,952 7,955 14%

PARK AVE S of SR 32 18,405 20,934 14%

EAST AVE W of CUSSICK/HOLLY AVE 20,106 22,592 12%

ESPLANADE S of COHASSET RD 24,099 26,744 11%

E 20TH ST W of BRUCE RD 7,794 8,498 9%

MAIN ST S of 2ND ST 10,724 11,612 8%

E 20TH ST W of FOREST AVE 22,772 24,362 7%

MANZANITA AVE N of CHICO CANYON RD 11,807 12,500 6%

EAST AVE E of FLORAL AVE 18,036 18,840 4%

*ADT = Average Daily Traffic 517,915 645,739 25%
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Volumes and Speeds at Northbound SR 99/Skyway  
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Volumes and Speeds at Southbound SR 99/Skyway  
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Fig 4. 

 

 

 

Source: Chico PD Dispatch/Records 

 

Nov Wk1 Nov Wk2 Nov Wk3 Nov Wk4 Nov Wk5 Dec Wk1 Dec Wk2 Dec Wk3 Dec Wk4
2017 61 47 49 44 49 53 40 31 28
2018 48 37 52 70 57 73 74 64 29
% Change -21% -21% 6% 59% 16% 38% 85% 106% 4%
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