
 

Sustainability Task Force Members:   
Cheri Chastain Dave Donnan William Loker   
Lucas RossMerz Mike Rubio, Vice Chair Mark Stemen, Chair  

Agenda 
Sustainability Task Force 

A Committee of the Chico City Council 
 

Meeting of Thursday, September 8, 2016 – 5:30 p.m. 
    Municipal Center - 421 Main Street, Conference Room No. 1 in the Council Chambers 

 
 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL 
     
2. APPROVE JUNE 9, 2016 MEETING MINUTES 
 Draft 06/09/16 minutes attached. 
 
3. DISCUSSION WITH PG&E REGARDING CHICO ENERGY USE DATA, ENERGY EFFICIENCY 

PROGRAMS, AND COORDINATION WITH CIVICSPARK PUBLIC OUTREACH EFFORT (PG&E) – A 
general discussion with PG&E’s Community Energy Manager Armando Navarro regarding Chico’s 2015 
Energy Summary, the status of PG&E energy efficiency programs (e.g., low income housing retrofit 
program), and opportunities for coordinating with the City’s CivicSpark public outreach effort in the 
coming year.  Attached are PG&E’s Energy Summary for Chico for 2005 to 2015, and the CivicSpark 
Scope of Work.   

 
4. DISCUSSION OF “TIME-OF-SALE” HOUSING INSPECTION PROGRAMS AND A REVIEW OF THE 

CITY’S RESIDENTIAL ENERGY CONSERVATION ORDINANCE (RECO) PROGRAM (STF Member 
Donnan/Analyst Jessica Henry) – The STF has had preliminary discussions regarding other 
communities’ “time-of-sale” housing inspection programs, and requested that the topic be agendized for 
discussion.  Attached is an article highlighting requirements that certain cities in Southern California 
have when it comes to buying or selling real estate, as well information regarding the City of Chico’s 
RECO Program.   

 
5. REPORTS & COMMUNICATIONS - These items are provided for the STF’s information. Although the 

STF may discuss the items, no action can be taken at the meeting. Should the STF determine that 
action is required, an item may be included on a subsequent agenda. 

 
6. BUSINESS FROM THE FLOOR -  Members of the public may address the STF at this time on any 

matter not already listed on the agenda, with comments being limited to three minutes.  The STF 
cannot take any action at this meeting on requests made under this section of the agenda.   

 
7. ADJOURNMENT - Next meeting scheduled for Thursday, September 8, 2016 
 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 07/28/16 STF Meeting Minutes (Draft) 
   PG&E Energy Summary for Chico 2005 to 2015 
   CivicSpark Scope of Work 
   Article with examples of city requirements at time of sale for real estate 
   City of Chico RECO Information 
 
 
Agenda available from the City’s website at www.ci.chico.ca.us.under “Meetings/Agendas” 
 
Prepared:  07/22/16      Community Development Department  
Posted:  0722/16      421 Main Street, 2nd Floor, Chico, CA 95928 
Prior to:   5:30 pm      (530) 879-6800  
 

Please contact the City Clerk at 896-7250 should you require an agenda in an alternative format or if you need to 
request a disability-related modification or accommodation in order to participate in a meeting. This request should be 
received at least three working days prior to the meeting in order to accommodate your request. 

http://www.ci.chico.ca.us/


 

 

CITY OF CHICO SUSTAINABILITY TASK FORCE 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF  

July 28, 2016 
 

Municipal Center 

421 Main Street 

Council Chambers, Conference Rm. 1 

 

 

STF Members Present:  Mark Stemen, Chair 

     Mike Rubio, Vice Chair  

     Cheri Chastain 

     Dave Donnan 

     Lucas RossMerz 

             

STF Members Absent:  William Loker 

 

Staff Members Present:  Brendan Vieg, Principal Planner 

     Mark Wolfe, Community Development Director 

     Leo DePaola, City Building Official 

     Chris Constantin, Assistant City Manager 

      

Guests Present:    

 

 

           

1. CALL TO ORDER 
 

Chair Stemen called the meeting to order at 5:35 pm. STF members, City staff, and guests were 

present as noted.  

 

Principal Planner Vieg shared with the STF that the City received a letter of resignation from STF 

member Johnson. 

 

2. APPROVE JUNE 9, 2016 MEETING MINUTES 
 

The 06/09/16 minutes were approved 4-0-1-1; Loker absent; RossMerz abstained. 

 

3. REPORTS AND COMMUNICATIONS 
 

CDD Wolfe shared his concern with the STF that its most recent direction to forward a memo from 

the STF to Butte County requesting initiation of a motor vehicle fuel tax to mitigate the 

environmental effects of transportation was inconsistent with City of Chico AP&P 10-1, which 

highlights that the role of the City’s advisory committees is to provide advice, and the role of the 

City Council is to make policy. CDD Wolfe stated that if the STF wished to continue to pursue a 



 

 

recommendation for the County to consider a gas tax, that he believes the item should first be 

forwarded to the Planning Commission and then to Council for its consideration. 

 

STF members expressed their intent to work within the framework of the City’s policies.  

 

The STF directed staff to re-agendize the “gas tax” item for a future meeting in order to make a 

recommendation, and to forward the item to the Planning Commission and ultimately the City 

Council. 

 

STF Member Chastain provided an update to STF on the Sustainable Business Expo/Happy Hour 

scheduled for August 11, 2016, and requested that STF members promote the event to local 

businesses. 

 

Principal Planner Vieg provided an update to the STF on the CivicSpark program, including 

completion of the Agreement with the Local Government Commission, and the upcoming schedule 

for the CivicSpark Member coming to Chico. 

 

4. PROPOSED RESIDENTIAL REMODEL RETROFIT LANGUAGE FOR INCLUSION IN 

THE COMPREHENSIVE 2016 BUILDING CODE UPDATE 
 

Building Official DePaola shared draft language for a Residential Remodel Retrofit program with 

the STF, and shared that he plans to bring a much larger Building Code Update item to Council in 

September. 

 

Principal Planner Vieg shared that the agenda item was provided to the Chamber, 

Builder/Developer Group, and the Valley Contractors’ Exchange. He stated that he would also 

reach out to the North Valley Property Owners group as the item moves to Council. 

 

STF Member Donnan shared his desire to pursue a Time of Sale Program. 

 

The STF and staff discussed nuances of the proposed remodel retrofit language and estimated costs 

associated with the requirements of the draft ordinance.   

 

The STF highlighted the following reasons for supporting a residential remodel retrofit program: 

 Residential energy has continued to rise during the period from 2005-2016  

 California Building Code requirements for new construction are the most stringent in the 

United States, and are updated regularly  

 Chico has a large supply of older housing stock (~62% of housing stock built prior to 1990) 

 

The STF voted to support inclusion of the proposed Residential Remodel Retrofit program in the 

comprehensive 2016 Building Code update to be considered by the City Council later this year 

(Motion made by STF member Chastain, and seconded by STF member RossMerz. Motion passed 

5-0-1; Loker absent). 



 

 

STF requested that staff notify them prior to Council’s consideration of this issue. 

 

5. DISCUSSION REGARDING THE CITY’S SUSTAINABILITY WEBSITE AND 

CONSIDERATION OF FACEBOOK PRESENCE 

 

STF member RossMerz and Webmaster Lundgren provided an overview of the City’s 

Sustainability website and the benefits of a Facebook presence consistent with the attached 

presentation outline. 

 

The STF and staff discussed the need for and feasibility of creating a social media presence, 

specifically the benefits of a Facebook page generating activity and interest in the City’s 

Sustainability website. 

 

The STF and staff also discussed the importance of making the Sustainability website “mobile 

friendly.”  

 

Principal Planner Vieg committed to work to get Webmaster Chuck Lundgren under contract to 

maintain and update the City’s Sustainability website, and to investigate making the website 

mobile friendly and launching a Facebook presence. 

 

6. GHG EMISSIONS TRACKING DATA (2005-2015): FUEL SALES, ELECTRICITY USE, 

NATURAL GAS CONSUMPTION, AND TONNAGE OF WASTE TO LANDFILL 

 

Principal Planner Vieg shared figures with the STF showing trends in the areas of fuels sales, 

electricity use, natural gas consumption, and tonnage of waste to the landfill for the years 2005 

through 2015.  This data will be utilized in the City’s 2016 Sustainability Indicators Report. 

 

7. BUSINESS FROM THE FLOOR 

 

An announcement was made that Angela Casler had invited members of the Sustainability Task 

Force to come to Crush after the meeting to socialize and talk about sustainability. 

 

8. ADJOURNMENT 

  

There being no further business from the STF, the meeting adjourned at 6:45pm to the meeting of 

Thursday, September 8, 2016. 

 

 

 

                                                                                                      

Date Approved   Brendan Vieg, Principal Planner 
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Overall energy usage 
 
This is the breakdown between 
Non-Residential and Residential 
energy usage in 2015 for
Chico.
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CivicSpark Scope of Work 

There are a number of Actions in Chico’s General Plan and Climate Action Plan 

(CAP) that call for public engagement/education, as well as a community 

challenge. The Actions are focused on a variety of sustainability fronts (all of 

which will help the City achieve its GHG emission reduction goal), including 

reduced energy use, alternative transportation options, and reduced water 

consumption. The City works closely with a variety of organizations to promote 

sustainability, including PG&E, Cal-Water, BCAG, Chico Sustainability Task Force, 

Sierra Nevada Brewing Company, CSU, Chico, local TV stations, etc.).  The 

CivicSpark Member, in concert with community partners, will develop a 

comprehensive community "challenge" program that integrates the similarly-

themed CAP and General Plan Actions. The outreach program will inform and 

inspire the Chico community about the need to reduce GHG emissions and foster 

a sense of involvement in and ownership of climate action. The desired outcome 

is a robust and memorable community challenge that fosters a positive and 

healthy change in peoples' behavior.  Deliverables will be established through 

development of the community engagement program, but will likely include:  

- Program branding;  

- Identification and coordination of community partners; 

- Assessment of existing opportunities, rebates, programs, etc.; 

- Development of a unique message, or "challenge", delivered through a number 

of media formats; and 

- Enhancements to City's Sustainability Website. 
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FAQ – CITY OF CHICO RESIDENTIAL ENERGY CONSERVATION ORDINANCE (RECO) 
RETROFIT PROGRAM, JANUARY 2015 

 

Where do I start? 

 If the residential property is in City of Chico limits and was constructed pursuant to a building 
permit issued prior to July 1, 1991, check to see if there is a current retrofit compliance certificate 
for the property – certificates are valid for 10 years. 

 Certificate list and other retrofit program information can be found on the City’s website ‐ 
www.ci.chico.ca.us, Building Division page, right‐hand side. 
 

What is the overall process to comply? 

 Schedule an inspection by a City Certified Energy Conservation Inspector, list available on website. 

 The inspector will determine what measures are out of compliance, then the seller will complete 
the required measures in priority order, have the inspector certify compliance, and an inspection 
form will be forwarded to the City Building Division for issuing a compliance certificate. 
 

 How does the cost limitation work? 

 Minimum R‐30 ceiling insulation must be installed regardless of cost. 

 If the cost of required insulation was under $800 ‐ then you need to complete required additional 
energy conservation measures in priority order until you reach a total of $800 spent. 

 If the cost of required insulation was $800 or more ‐ then you are done. 

 Cost limitation is per single family residence, including condominiums. 

 For multi‐family with two or more units, the cost limitation above is $560/unit. 
 

Do I get credit for the money I recently spent installing R‐30 ceiling insulation and additional energy 
conservation measures? 

 Yes, if it the required insulation and additional measures have been installed within 42 months  
(3 ½ years) preceding the sale/transfer.  A receipt or invoice is required. 
 

Are there other energy conservation measures that count towards this program? 

 Yes, but first minimum R‐30 ceiling insulation must be installed. 

 Credit for other energy conservation measures installed within 10 years preceding the sale/transfer 
may be granted by the Building Official.  Examples include replacing single with dual‐paned 
windows, HVAC, tankless water heaters, and solar panels.  A City of Chico Building permit must 
have been obtained, finaled, and verified to receive credit for any other measures. 
 

What if the buyer instead of the seller is going to have the retrofit work done? 

 Complete a Retrofit Transfer of Responsibility Agreement, form available on website. 
 

What are common exemptions from program? 

 Factory‐built housing, mobile homes, manufactured housing. 

 Sale/transfer by court order ‐ probate court, administration of a trust, foreclosure, bankruptcy. 

 Transfers – result of default, to co‐owner, to spouse or relative, between spouses in divorce. 

 Short sale. 
 

Where can I find additional information or get assistance? 

 City’s website ‐ www.ci.chico.ca.us, Building Division page. 

 Current RECO program administrator, Jessica Henry, jessica.henry@chicoca.gov, 530‐879‐6820. 

 Building Division, 530‐879‐6700, 411 Main Street, City Hall, 2nd floor, closed 12:00‐1:00 pm. 



CITY OF CHICO ENERGY CONSERVATION RETROFIT REQUIREMENTS
Chico Municipal Code Chapter 16.60

In 1991 and then amended in 2010, the City of Chico
enacted a Residential Energy Conservation Ordinance
(RECO) requiring property owners to provide certain
energy and water conservation measures upon the resale
of residential properties.  The intent is to lessen the
impacts of rising energy and water costs on renters and
homeowners.  The specifics of the ordinance can be found
in Chapter 16.60 of the Chico Municipal Code (CMC).

The CMC indicates that every home, condominium, or

apartment building built prior to July 1991 must have the
following energy/water efficiency measures, listed in order
of priority, before being sold or transferred: 

1. All accessible attic space with 30" or greater headroom
must be insulated to a minimum thermal resistance
rating of R-30. 

2. All major cracks, joints, and other openings in building
exteriors must be caulked, weather stripped, or
otherwise sealed to limit air infiltration.

3. All sink and lavatory faucets must be fitted with low-
flow faucets with a maximum flow rate of 2.75 gallons
per minute or an aerator.

4. All shower fixtures must be fitted with in-line shower
restrictors or low flow shower heads which a maximum
water flow rate of 3-gallons per minute, except where:
a. The shower head has an existing flow rate of less

than three gallons per minute as a result of
reduced water pressure; 

b. The shower head and shower arm are of a ball
joint type which is connected within a wall.

5. Unless determined unfeasible, all toilets must be low-
flow toilets rated at 1.6 gallons per flush or less.

6. Thermostats must be programmable, where feasible.

7. All exposed cold water lines connected to and within
five-feet of existing water heaters, and all hot water
lines from water heaters in unconditioned spaces are
to be insulated at a minimum thermal resistance rating
of R-3.

8. All domestic water heaters must be fitted with external
insulation blankets with a minimum rating of R-6,
except where:
a. The interior thermal resistance rating of the water

heater is at least R-12; or
b. It is impractical to wrap the water heater with an

external blanket.
c. The manufacturer's instructions for the water

heater preclude the water heater from being fitted
with an external blanket.

9. All ducts in accessible areas shall be visually inspected
to determine if they are intact and functioning properly.

1. The sale, exchange, or transfer of residential housing
constructed pursuant to a building permit issued on or
after July 1, 1991;

2. Any residential building for which there is certified proof
of compliance within 10 years from the sale/transfer;

3. Factory-built housing, manufactured or mobile homes;

4. Sales or transfers pursuant to a court order, such as:
a. Transfers ordered by a probate court or in the

course of administration of a trust or
conservatorship;

b. Judicial foreclosures or other transfers by a trustee
in bankruptcy;

5. Transfers as a result of default to bank;

6. Transfers from one co-owner to one or more co-
owners;

7. Transfers to a spouse or certain relatives;

8. Transfers between spouses as a result of divorce;

9. Short sales, defined as sales in which the purchase
price paid by the buyer of the property is less than the
amount of the debt secured by the property. 

Because the cost savings can be immediate, it is
advantageous for property owners to comply with the
requirements now even if they do not intend to sell their
property in the near future. Most of the work can be
conducted by the homeowner at their leisure.

The CMC does limit the maximum amount you may have
to spend on some measures to comply with the ordinance.  

1. Minimum R-30 ceiling insulation must be installed
regardless of cost.

2. If the cost of required insulation is under $800,
additional measures are required until $800 is reached.

3. If the cost of required insulation is $800 or more, then
no additional measures are required. 

4. For multi-family residences with two or more units, the
cost limitation above is $560 per unit.

Property owners may receive credit toward the maximum
expenditure for measures installed within 42 months prior
to the sale.  The Building Official may grant credit for other
conservation measures not listed above that were installed
within 10 years prior to the sale.

 EXEMPTIONS:

 COST LIMITATIONS:
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1. Check To See if an Inspection is Required.

If the residential dwelling being sold or transferred was
constructed pursuant to a building permit issued prior

to July 1, 1991 and has not received a RECO energy
conservation inspection within the last 10 years, it must
be inspected again. To find out if your property
previously received a RECO compliance certificate,
check the City of Chico’s website, www.ci.chico.ca.us,
Building Division Home Page.

2. Schedule an Inspection.

If a compliance certificate is not on file and an
inspection is required, the property owner has to obtain
a RECO inspection from a City Certified Energy
Conservation Inspector.

A current list of City Certified Energy Conservation
Inspectors  is posted on the City of Chico’s website,
www.ci.chico.ca.us, Building Division Home Page.

A RECO inspection can be combined with a regular
private home inspection if already being conducted at
the request of the buyer or seller.  The RECO part of
the inspection must be completed by a City Certified
Energy Conservation Inspector.

The fees for private inspections are not set by the City.

3. Complete the Work Needed for Compliance and
Submit the Inspection Form to the City.

a. If additional measures are needed, owners may
choose to perform the work themselves and
greatly reduce the costs of compliance, or they
may hire someone to perform the work. 

b. If the property is not in compliance, the seller may
transfer the responsibility to the buyer if mutually
agreed by both parties.  A city-approved form must
be signed by the buyer, and submitted to the
Building Division. Buyers will have 180 days to
complete the RECO measures after sale/transfer.

Once the work is completed, or if no additional work is
required, the inspector must certify compliance by
completing and signing a City-supplied conservation
inspection form.  The signed inspection form must be
submitted to:

City of Chico, Building Division
PO Box 3420
Chico, CA 95927
411 Main Street, 2nd floor
Fax:  530-895-4726

After receiving an inspection form, the City Building Official
will review the form and determine whether the property is
in compliance with RECO.  Once approved, a Certificate of
Compliance will be issued to the property owner or the
owner’s representative.  The City will keep the certificate
on file for 10 years.

A violation of the RECO provisions in CMC Chapter
16.60 is an infraction and may be punishable by a fine.

Any owner, transferee, or occupant, aggrieved by a
determination made or action taken by the Building Official
pursuant to CMC Chapter 16.60 may apply for an
administrative review of such determination or action by
the Community Development Department Director. 
Applications for administrative review shall be made in
writing and submitted to the Director within 15 days from
the determination or action.

Owners, transferees or occupants may also appeal the
decision made by the Director to the Chico City Council as
provided by CMC 16.60.

Free showerheads and aerators, rebates, and other helpful
information can be found at:

California Water Service Company, (530) 893-6300

Pacific Gas & Electric, 1-800-743-5000

Valley Contractors Exchange, (530) 343-1981 

For further information regarding the RECO requirements,
please check the City’s website, 
www.ci.chico.ca.us, Building Division Home Page.

The Building Division can also be reached at 
(530) 879-6700, and is located on the 2nd floor, Chico
Municipal Center, 411 Main Street, Chico.

 HOW TO COMPLY:  CERTIFICATE OF COMPLIANCE:

VIOLATIONS:

ADMINISTRATIVE REVIEW/APPEAL:

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES:

QUESTIONS?
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Mail Certificate To:

# of Buildings _____   # of Units _______ Use of Property -   Multifamily:

COST

1. Ceiling insulation of minimum thermal resistance value R-30  is installed (regardless of cost). 

EXEMPTIONS:

a. Dwelling does not have an attic or attic is inaccessible.

b. Headroom is less than 30 inches at attic peak

c. Electrified "knob & tube" wiring is present

2.

3.

4.

EXEMPTIONS:

a.
b.

5.

EXEMPTION: Unfeasible, ie. flooring will need to be replaced, etc.  State Reason:

6. Thermostats are programmable.

EXEMPTION: Unfeasible, ie. wall heater, etc.  State Reason:

7.

8.

EXEMPTION: 

a. Interior thermal resistance rating of the water heater is at least R-12 

b.

c.

9. All ducts in accessible areas have been visually inspected, are intact, and functioning properly.

If no, state the problem noted:

10. Other energy and water efficient measures have been installed in addition to R-30 insulation within the last 10 years.**

a. Replace single-pane with dual-paned windows

b. New, more efficient HVAC 

c. Tankless or solar water heater

d. Photovoltaic Solar Panels

Other:  Please list

**Note: Items 10a through 10d require a finaled & verified City of Chico Building Permit to receive credit towards maximum expenditure.

I hereby certify this property to be in compliance with Chapter 16.60 of the Chico Municipal Code Chapter 16.60.

Inspectors Signature Print Name

ExemptInstalled

Single Family:

Existing

ENERGY/WATER CONSERVATION INSPECTION FORM

(Pursuant to Chico Municipal Code Chapter 16.60)

Email:

REQUIRED CONSERVATION MEASURES TO BE INSTALLED IN ORDER OF PRIORITY

(Credit towards maximum expenditure for items 1. thru 9. installed within last 42 months.)

All major cracks, joints, doors, windows, and other openings in building exteriors are caulked, 

weather stripped or otherwise sealed to limit air filtration.

All domestic storage water heaters insulated with external insulation blanket rated at a minimum 

thermal resistance of R-6.

All shower fixtures are fitted with in-line shower restrictors or low flow shower heads with a 

maximum water flow rate of 3-gallons per minute.

Exposed hot and cold water pipes within 5 feet of water heaters located in unconditioned 

spaces are insulated at a minimum thermal resistance rating of R-3. 

This form must be filed with City of Chico Building Division: P.O. Box 3420, Chico 95927 / 411 Main St., Chico / FAX:  530-895-4726

Condo:

Property Location:

APN :

All sink and lavatory faucets are fitted with 2.75 gallon/minute or less faucets or an aerator.

Date:

Total Cost of Installed Measures :

Manufacturer's instructions for the water heater preclude installation of an external blanket.

The shower head and arm are of a ball joint type which is connected within a wall.
Existing shower head has a flow rate of < 3-gallons/minute due to reduced water pressure. 

All toilets are low-flow toilets rated at 1.6 gallons per flush or less.

Impractical to wrap the heater because the distance between the heater and the wall is <2 inches.

CDD - 9/14                     
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